
CITY OF BELLINGHAM, WASHINGTON 

ORDINANCE NO. 2CDJ-08--0-f9 

AN ORDINANCE of the City of Bellingham, Washington, providing for the 
submission to the voters of the City at a special election to be held therein on 
November 7, 2000, in conjunction with the State general election to be held on the 
same date, of a proposition authorizing the City to incur indebtedness by issuing 
its general obligation bonds in a par amount not to exceed $2,800,000, payable by 
annual property tax levies to be made in excess of regular property tax levies, for 
the purpose of paying all or a part of the cost of acquiring land and constructing 
and equipping a new fire station and related facilities to be located in the northern 
part of the City, carrying out other capital purposes as determined by the City 
Council, to levy those excess property taxes and to rescind Ordinance No. 2000-
06-024. 

WHEREAS, the City of Bellingham, Washington (the "City"), is in urgent need of constructing 
and equipping a new fire station and related facilities to be located in the northern part of the City, and 
to carry out other capital purposes as determined by the City Council, and the City does not have 
sufficient funds available for that purpose to meet the estimated cost of those improvements; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council has, by its Resolution No. 2000-07, declared that to the extent the 
City makes capital expenditures for the Project prior to the date bonds or other short-term obligations 
are issued to finance the Project, from funds that are not (and are not reasonably expected to be) 
reserved, allocated on a long-term basis, or otherwise set aside by the City under its existing and 
reasonably foreseeable budgetary and financial circumstances to finance the Project, those capital 
expenditures are intended to be reimbursed out of proceeds of bonds or other short-term obligations 
issued to finance the Project; and 

WHEREAS, the City has acquired land on which the Project will be constructed; 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF BELLINGHAM DOES ORDAIN: 

Section 1. The City shall construct and equip a new fire station and related facilities in the 
northern part of the City on land acquired by the City for such purpose, and carry out other capital 
purposes as determined by the City Council (the "Project"). The estimated cost of the Project, 
including the costs of issuing and selling the bonds authorized by this ordinance, is declared to be, 
as nearly as may be, $2,800,000. The economic life of the Project is expected to be at least twenty 
years. 

Section 2. The City shall borrow not to exceed $2,800,000 on the credit of the City and 
issue and sell its general obligation bonds in that principal amount for strictly municipal capital 
purposes, other than the replacement of equipment, to provide the funds for the Project. Costs of 
engineering, planning, financial, legal and other services lawfully incurred incident to the Project 
shall be appropriate capital costs to be paid from the proceeds of the bonds authorized by this 
ordinance. 
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Section 3. The bonds shall be issued as a single issue, as a part of a combined issue with 
other authorized bonds, or in more than one series. The bonds shall be fully registered; shall bear 
interest payable as permitted by law; shall mature within twenty years from their date or within any 
shorter period fixed by the City Council; shall be paid by annual property tax levies sufficient in 
amount to pay both principal and interest when due, which annual property tax levies shall be made 
in excess of regular property tax levies without limitation as to rate or amount but only in amounts 
sufficient to pay both principal and interest when due; and shall be issued and sold in the manner, at 
the times and in the amounts as shall be required for the Project. The exact date, form, terms, 
option of prior redemption, if any, price, interest rate, or rates and maturities of the bonds shall be 
fixed hereafter by ordinance of the City Council. Pending the issuance of the bonds and receipt of 
their proceeds, the City Council may authorize the issuance of short-term obligations pursuant to 
chapter 39.50 RCW, and the costs of those short-term obligations shall be included in the cost of the 
Project for which the bonds are issued. 

Section 4. The City Council finds that an emergency exists that requires construction and 
equipping of the Project, and the Auditor of Whatcom County, Washington, as ex officio Supervisor 
of Elections, is requested to concur in that finding and to call and conduct a special election to be 
held in the City on November 7, 2000, in conjunction with the State general election to be held on 
the same date, for the purpose of submitting to the qualified electors of the City for their approval the 
question of whether or not the City shall borrow not to exceed $2,800,000, issue its general 
obligation bonds in that principal amount for capital purposes only, other than replacement of 
equipment, and levy excess taxes necessary to redeem the bonds as herein set forth. 

Section 5. The Finance Director of the City is directed to certify to the Auditor of Whatcom 
County, Washington, as ex officio Supervisor of Elections, at least 45 days prior to the November 7, 
2000, special election date a copy of this ordinance and the proposition to be submitted at that 
special election in the form of a ballot title as follows: 

PROPOSITION 

GENERAL OBLIGATION FIRE STATION BONDS - $2,800,000 

The City Council of the City of Bellingham, Washington, passed Ordinance No. 
__ concerning a proposition to finance the construction and equipping of a new fire 
station. This proposition would authorize the City to acquire land for and construct and 
equip a fire station and related facilities in the northern part of the City and carry out 
other capital purposes; issue up to $2,800,000 of general obligation bonds maturing 
within twenty years; and levy annual excess property taxes to pay and retire the bonds, 
all as provided in Ordinance No. __ . Should this proposition be: 

APPROVED 
REJECTED. 

• 
• 

Section 6. If any one or more of the covenants or agreements provided in this ordinance to 
be performed on the part of the City shall be declared by any court of competent jurisdiction to be 
contrary to law, then such covenant or covenants, agreement or agreements, shall be null and void 
and shall be deemed separable from the remaining covenants and agreements in this ordinance and 
shall in no way affect the validity of the other provisions of this ordinance or of any Bonds. 
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Section 7. This Ord'nance hereby specifically repeals and supersed,es Ord1inance No. 2000-
06-0241 whfoh was passed on June 5, 2000. 

Section 8.. All acts, · a:ken pursuant to the authority of this ordinanoe but prior to its effective 
d a.ta a re ratified and c-0nfirmed. 

Section 9 .. This ordinance shall bee ective 15 days, after its final passage. 

PASSED by the City Council ,of the-City of Bellingham, Washington, at a regular mee i:ng 
- -

thereof held liis .2Jll day of ... Ai ..... JS ..... us:r---... ___ ,, 2000. 

8. ~ By ~~ ~ 
Counci7esident 

APPROVED by me this atf[-h 

ATTEST: 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

cA., '®. ~ ....___,_9 =cs--
City Attorney ~ 

PUBLISHED: c{/cJ ti/ ;J.OCC) 

I YA 
125 

21 0 Lottie Stred 
13 W-nglrnm, Wa hmg on 22S 

1 ekphon.e 36 ) 676-6903 



I, the undersigned, Finance Director of the City of Bellingham Washing on, hereby oertify as 
follows: 

1. Tne attached copy oF Ordinance No. 4,c,i, ·o -0'/1, {the 'Ordinance") is a ful , true a.nd 
oorrec copy o .a ordinance duly adopted at a regular meeti g of the City Council hel'd at the reg. lar 
meeting pl'ace hereof o.n IJ(ic1.~ A'l , 2000, as that Ordinance appears ori the Mfnu ,e Book of 
the Cily; a • d the Ordinance · now in fu I orce and effect; 

2. A quorum of th,e members af the city Councrt were pre~entthroughout the meeting 
and a majority o hose members presen voted in th proper ma ner for the passage of the 
Ordnance. 

' ti _/ 
DATED this~ ay of ~g . 20Q(l 

16 


