
ORD AN ENO. 2001 -02-008 

AN ORDINANCE, AMEND .G BELLINGHAM MUNICIPAL CODE 4.16,020 TO 
ELUVlIN TE APP • TO CITY CO CIL O · DE IEU CLAII.VIS UNDER$ 5 000.00. 

WHEREAS .B Uingham Municipal ode e tion. 4.16.020 C curr-ently pro ides for appeal to- the 
.ity Council wh nth Ri. k Manager/ Assistant City Attom ._ d. nies a claim: and 

WHEJ1EA considerable ad.ministn1:tive and Council time is sp nt handling appeals of claims which 
are gen rally very modest in amount· and 

\VHEREAS, claimants have easy and in xp .nsiv a e s t-ci, Small Claims Court pro edu:res and 
such procedures pro id a suitabl _ alternative for claimants who wish to chall ng th denial of a 
claim by the City· and 

WHEREA _ ,- it ,; ould th refore be advisable to amend the ordfuan.c to limfoat th appeal 
procedur · 

NOW THEREFORE,, THE CITY OF BELLINGHAM DOE ORDAJN: 

The procedur for paying or denying claims-whi1ch have been presented to the City Co:uncil as 
provid din Section 12 .. 02 oftheBellinghamMunicipal Charter shall be as follows: 

A. The Risk Manager/Assistru1t City Aittorncy shall have the authority ,o ither a_pprov _. r d_ny 
1 ayment of claims of $5,000.00 or l ss. 

B. For claims o greater than $5 000.00 the Risk Manager/Assistant Ci y Attorney has the 
authority 10 deny the claim. If the Risk Manager/Assistant 'City Attorney detenni.ne . that a claim 
greater than $5 000.00 but less than $15 000.00 should be paid then he shall r c mmend payment of 
1h claim t the Mayor who shall be authorized to approve payment. Ifth Ris M.anager/A ·· tant 
City ttom y determines that a claim greater than $15 000.00 shou d be paid_; then he shall 
r c mmend payment to the City Council. 

C. lf the Risk Manager/ ssis:tant City Uomey denies a claim greater than $15,000.00. the 
claimant may app al su h denial t th_ ity Council by filing a v. '.ritten request for review with the 
Finance Director within 14 days of the date of mailing of the no ice of denfal. 

D. Payments for Iaims hall be reported to and reviewed quarterl with the Finance. Committee 
of the City Council. The report shall include the amounts of all expEmditures or !aims;. negotiated 
settlements ins1.1rance s ttlements; ju lgments and litiigatio11. 
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Cl A TI'ORN£t 
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PASSED by Council this 12TH day of_F_E_BR_U_AR_Y ___ __, 2001. 

APPROVED by me this ~day of ~ , 2001. 

1UiftvL__ 
Attest: 

Finance Director -== 

Approved as to form: 

Published:.)/f1 /4;..oo/ 
; 
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Mayor 

City of Bellingham ·1.91. 
CITY ATTORNEY 
210 Lottie Street 

Bellingham, Washington 98225 
Telephone (360) 676-6903 


