
ORDINANCE NO. 2007-07-057 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BELLINGHAM AMENDING BELLINGHAM 
MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTER 17.20 TO ADOPT BY REFERENCE THE 2006 
EDITION OF THE INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE. 

WHEREAS, RCW Chapter 19.27 requires cities to enforce the State Fire Code; and 

WHEREAS, the State Building Code Council has updated and amended the State 
Fire Code by adopting the International Fire Code, 2006 Edition, with modifications; and 

WHE.REAS, the local adoption of the referenced codes will promote and protect the 
health, safety and welfare of the general public and fulfill the state-mandated enforcement 
obligation; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF BELLINGHAM DOES ORDAIN: 

Section 1. Bellingham Municipal Code Section 17.20.010 is amended as follows: 

17.20.010 PURPOSE/ADOPTION BY REFERENCE 

This chapter is enacted as an exercise of the police power of the City for the benefit of the 
public at large. It is not intended to create a special relationship with any individual, or 
individuals, nor to identify and protect any particular class of persons. It is not the intent of 
this chapter to impose liability on the City for failure to perform any discretionary act. 
Rather, it is the intent of this chapter to place the obligation of complying with its 
requirements upon the owner and/or contractor. 

Nothing contained in this chapter shall be construed to relieve from or to lessen the 
responsibility or liability of any person or persons for injury or damage to persons or property 
caused by or resulting from any defect of any nature in any construction work performed by 
said person or any construction equipment owned, controlled, operated or used by the 
contractor; nor shall the City of Bellingham or any officer, agent, or employee thereof incur 

' or be held as assuming any liability by reason or in consequence of any permission, 
certificate ofinspection, inspection or approval authorized herein, or issued or given as 
herein provided or by reasons or consequence of any things done or acts performed pursuant 
to the provisions of this chapter. 

The International Fire Code, 2006 Edition, including Appendix Chapters , B, C, D as 
published by the International Code Council, is hereby adopted by reference as the Fire Code 
of the City of Bellingham. A copy of the document is on file in the office of the Finance 
Director. It governs the safeguarding of life and property from fire and explosion hazards 
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arising from the storage, handling and use of hazardous substances, materials and devices, 
. and from conditions hazardous to life or property in the occupancy of buildings and premises 
as herein provided and provides for the issuance of permits and collection of fees therefore. 

· Each and all of the regulations, provisions, penalties, conditions and terms of said Fire Code 
on file in the office of the City of Bellingham are hereby referred to, adopted, and made a 
part hereof, as if fully set out in this ordinance, with the additions, insertions, deletions and 
changes prescribed in Bellingham Municipal Code 17.20.020 through 17.20.090 of this 
ordinance. 

Section 2. Bellingham Municipal Code Section 17.20.020 is amended as follows: 

17.20.020 IFC CHAPTER 1, ADMINISTRATION 

The following sections of Chapter 1 of the 2006 edition of the lFC as adopted in Bellingham 
Municipal Code 17.20.010 are hereby amended as follows: 

Section 101.1 Title. These regulations shall be known as the Fire Code of the City of 
Bellingham, hereinafter referred to as "this code." 

Section 104.10.1 Assistance from other agencies. Police and other enforcement 
agencies shall have authority to render necessary assistance in the investigation of 
fires or the enforcement of this code when requested to do so by the fire code official. 

Section 104.11.2 Obstructing operations. No person shall obstruct the operations 
of the fire department in connection with extinguishment, control, or investigation of 
any fire, or actions relative to other emergencies, or disobey any lawful command of 
the fire chief or officer of the fire department in charge of the emergency, or any part 
thereof, or any lawful order of a police officer assisting the fire department. 

Section 105.2 Permits and Fees 

Section 105.2(a) Permit Applications. All applications for a permit required by this 
code shall be made to the fire code official in such form and detail as it shall 
prescribe. Applications for permits shall be accompanied by such plans as required 
by the fire code official. 

Section 105.2(b) Permit Fees. The City shall collect fees for permits, plan review, 
and inspection services in accordance with the schedule as established by the City 
Council by resolution. 
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Section 109.3 Violation penalties. Persons who shall violate a provision of this code 
or shall fail to comply with any of the requirements thereof or who shall erect, install, 
alter, repair or do work in violation of the approved construction documents or 
directive of the fire code official, or of a permit or certificate used under provisions of 
this code, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of not more than 
$1000 dollars or by imprisonment not exceeding 90 days, or both such fine and 
imprisonment. Each day that a violation continues after due notice has been served 
shall be deemed a separate offense. 

Section 111.4 Failure to comply. Any person who shall continue any work after 
having been served with a stop work order, except such work as that person is 
directed to perform to remove a violation or unsafe condition, shall be liable to a fine 
of not less than $500 dollars or more than $1000 dollars. 

Section 3. Bellingham Municipal Code Section 17.20.030 is amended as follows: 

17.20.030 IFC CHAPTER 5, FIRE SERVICE FEATURES 

The following sections of Chapter 5 of the 2006 edition of the IFC as adopted by Bellingham 
Municipal Code 17.20.010 are hereby amended as follows: 

Section 503.1 Where required. Fire apparatus access roads shall be provided and 
maintained in accordance with Sections 503.1.1 through 503.1.3 or as approved by 
the fire code official. 

Section 503.1.1 Buildings and facilities. Approved fire apparatus access roads shall 
be provided for every facility, building or portion of a building hereafter constrncted 
or moved into or within the jurisdiction. The fire apparatus access road shall comply 
with the requirements of this section and shall extend to within 150 feet (45 720 mm) 
of all portions of the facility and all portions of the exterior walls of the first story of 
the building as measured by an approved route around the exterior of the building or 
facility. 

Exception: The fire code official is authorized to increase the dimension of 
150 feet 45 720 mm) where: 

1. The building is equipped throughout with an approved automatic 
sprinkler system installed in accordance with Section 903 .3 .1.1, 
903.3.1.2 or 903.3.1.3. 

2. Fire apparatus access roads cannot be installed because of location 
on property, topography, waterways, nonnegotiable grades or other 
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similar conditions, and an approved alternative means of fire 
protection is provided. 

3. There are not more than two Group R-3 or Group U occupancies. 

Section 503.1.2 Additional access. The fire code official is authorized to require 
more than one fire apparatus access road based on the potential for impairment of a 
single road by vehicle congestion, condition of terrain, climatic conditions or other 
factors that could limit access. 

Section 503.1.3 High-piled storage. Fire department vehicle access to buildings 
used for high-piled combustible storage shall comply with the applicable provisions 
of Chapter 23. 

Section 503.2 Specifications. Fire apparatus access roads shall be installed and 
arranged in accordance with Sections 503.2.1 through 503.2.7. 

Section 503.2.1 Dimensions. Fire apparatus access roads shall have an unobstructed 
width of not less than 20 feet (6096 mm.), except for approved security gates in 
accordance with Section 503 .6, and an unobstructed vertical clearance of not less than 
13 feet 6 inches ( 4 I 15 mm); or as approved by the fire code official. 

Exception: In the Lake Whatcom Watershed, as designated by the City, fire 
apparatus access roads shall have an unobstructed width of not less than 18 
feet. 

Section 503.3 Marking. Where required by the fire code official, approved signs or 
other approved notices shall be provided for fire apparatus access roads to identify 
such roads or prohibit the obstruction thereof. Signs or notices shall be maintained in 
a clean and legible condition at all times and replaced or repaired when necessary to 
provide adequate visibility. 

Section 503.4 Obstruction of fire apparatus access roads. Fire apparatus access 
roads shall not be obstructed in any manner, including the parking of vehicles. The 
minimum widths and clearances established in Section 503.2.1 shall be maintained at 
all times. 

Section 508.3 Fire flow. Fire flow requirements for buildings or portions of 
buildings and facilities shall be determined by use of Appendix B. 

Section 4. Bellingham Municipal Code Section 17.20.040 is amended as follows: 
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17.20.040 IFC CHAPTER 6, BUILDING SERVICES AND SYSTEMS 

The following sections of Chapter 6 of the 2006 edition of the IFC as adopted by Bellingham 
Municipal Code 17 .20.010 are hereby amended as follows: 

Section 602 Definitions. POWER TAP. A listed device for indoor use consisting 
on an attachment plug on one end of a flexible cord and two or more receptacles on 
the opposite end, equipped with over-current protection, and listed in accordance 
with UL 1363. 

Section 5. Bellingham Municipal Code Section 17.20.050 is amended as follows: 

17.20.050 IFC CHAPTER 91 FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEMS 

The following sections of Chapter 9 of the 2006 edition of the IFC as adopted by Bellingham 
Municipal Code 17.20.010 are hereby amended as follows: 

Section 901.4.5 Additions, change of use, alterations and repairs to buildings. 
Additions, change of use, alterations and repairs to buildings shall comply with this 
section. 

Section 901.4.5.1 Additions or changes of use. Additions or changes of use to 
existing buildings which would result in a non conforming building shall be brought 
up to current code requirements for fire protection systems. Subject to the approval 
of the fire chief, and with approved guarantees, a phasing plan of up to five years is 
permitted on sprinkler systems only. 

Section 905.3.7 Marinas and boatyards. Marinas and boatyards shall conform to 
the International Fire Code Chapter 46 as adopted by the Washington State Building 
Code Council. 

Section 907.1.4 False alarms. In the event of more than two false alarms in any 90-
day period, the Fire Code Official may charge a fee for fire department response as 
specified below: 

False Alarms 
First and second 
Third and additional 

Fee 
No fee 
$250 ea. 

EXCEPTION: False alarms resulting from the failure of a fire alarm service 
technician notifying the central, proprietary or remote monitoring station shall be 
billed at the rate of $250.00 for each occurrence. 
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Section 907.1.5 Definition. For the purpose of this section, a false alarm shall be 
defined as any unintentional activation of the fire alarm or detection system which is 
the result of improper installation, maintenance or use of that system. 

Section 907.1.6 Signs. Fire alarm system control units shall be provided with an 
approved sign indicating such fees will be imposed. 

Section 6. Bellingham Municipal Code Section 17.20.060 is repealed in its entirety and 
replaced as follows: 

17.20.060 IFC CHAPTER 30, COl\!IPRESSED GASES 

The following sections of Chapter 30 of the 2006 edition of the IFC as adopted by 
Bellingham Municipal Code 17.20.010 are hereby amended as follows: 

Section 3006.4 Medical gas systems. Medical gas systems including, but not limited 
to, distribution piping, supply manifolds, connections, pressure regulators and relief 
valves, shall comply with NFP A 99 and the general provisions of this chapter. 

Section 7. A new Bellingham Municipal Code Section 17.20.070 is adopted to read as 
follows: 

17.20.070 IFC CHAPTER 33, EXPLOSIVES 

The following sections of Chapter 33 of the 2006 edition of the IFC as adopted by 
Bellingham Municipal Code 17.20.010 are hereby amended as follows: 

Section 3308.12 Prohibition. The storage, use and handling of fireworks are 
prohibited. 

EXCEPTIONS: 

1. Storage and handling of fireworks is allowed as set forth in Article 77, RCW 
70.77, and Bellingham Municipal Code Section 10.24.130. 

2. The use of fireworks for display is allowed as set forth in RCW 70. 77 and 
Bellingham Municipal Code Section 10.24.130 

3. The retail sales and consumer use of fireworks is allowed as set forth in RCW 70.77 and 
Bellingham Municipal Code Section 10.24.130. 
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Section 8. A new Bellingham Municipal Code Section 17.20.080 is adopted to read as 
follows: 

17.20.080 GEOGRAPIDCAL LIMITS 

The geographic limits referred to in certain sections of the 2006 International Fire 
Code are hereby established as follows: 

The limits referred to in Section 3204.3 .1.1 of the International Fire Code in which 
the storage of flammable cryogenic fluids is prohibited are hereby established as those 
zones designated Residential Single, Residential Multi, Commercial, planned 
Residential, Planned Commercial, and Institutional by the Land Use Development 
Ordinance, Chapter 20 of the Bellingham Municipal Code. 

The limits referred to in Section 3404.2.9.5.1 of the International Fire Code in which 
the storage of Class I and II liquids in above ground tanks outside of buildings is 
prohibited are hereby established as those zones designated Residential Single, 
Residential Multi, Commercial, Planned Residential, Planned Commercial, and 
Institutional by the Land Use Development Ordinance, Chapter 20 of the Bellingham 
Municipal Code. 

The limits referred to in Section 3406.2.4.4 of the International Fire Code in which 
the storage of Class I and II liquids in above ground tanks is prohibited are hereby 
established as those zones designated Residential Single, Residential Multi, 
Commercial, Planned Residential, Planned Commercial, and Institutional by the Land 
Use Development Ordinance, Chapter 20 of the Bellingham Municipal Code. 

The limits referred to in Section 3804.2 of the International Fire Code, in which 
storage ofliquefied petroleum gas is prohibited are hereby established as those zones 
designated Residential Single, Residential Multi, Commercial, Planned Residential, 
Planned Commercial, and Institutional by the Land Use Development Ordinance, 
Chapter 20 of the Bellingham Municipal Code. 

Section 9. A new Bellingham Municipal Code Section 17.20.090 is adopted to read as 
. follows: 

17.20.090 IFC APPENDICES 

The following appendices of the 2006 edition of the IFC as adopted by the Bellingham 
Municipal Code 17.20.010 are hereby amended as follows: 
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Section Bl04.1 General. The fire flow calculation area shall be the total floor area of 
all floor levels within the exterior walls, and lmder the horizontal projections of the 
roof of a building, including basements and attached garages, except as modified in 
Section B 104.3 

Section Bl04.2 Area separation. Portions of buildings which are separated by four­
hour firewalls without openings, constructed in accordance with the International 
Building Code, are allowed to be considered as separate fire-flow calculation areas. 

Section B105.1 One- and two-family dwellings. This section is not adopted by the 
City of Bellingham. 

Section D102.1 Access and loading. Facilities, buildings or portions of buildings 
hereafter constructed shall be accessible to fire department apparatus by way of an 
approved fire apparatus access road with an asphalt, concrete or other approved 
driving surface capable of supporting the imposed load of fire apparatus weighing at 
least 75,000 pounds (34 050 kg); and in areas designated as aerial set up zones, an 
outrigger point load of22,000 pounds over an area of 18 inches by 18 inches square 
(2.25 square feet). 

Section D103.1.1 One and two-family dwellings. Private fire apparatus access 
roads serving up to two single family dwellings or a single two-family dwelling may 
reduce the access road width to 12 ft. as long as the access road does not exceed 150 
ft. in length. 

Section D103.2 Grade. Fire apparatus access roads shall not exceed 10 percent in 
grade. 

Exception: Grades 10 percent to 15 percent are_approved if the building is 
protected by an approved automatic sprinkler system. Grades exceeding 15 
percent but not over 18 percent only as approved by the fire code official. 

Section D103.3 Turning Radius. The minimum turning radius shall be 25 feet. 

Exception: The minimum turning radius shall be 28 feet on fire apparatus 
access roads which are 20 feet wider or less. 

Section D103.6 Signs. Where required by the fire code official, fire apparatus access 
roads shall be marked with painted stripping as specified by the fire code official or 
permanently mounted NOP ARKING-FIRE LANE signs complying with Figure 
D103.6. Signs shall have a minimum dimension of 12 inches (305 mm) wide by 18 
inches ( 457 mm) high and have red letters on a white reflective background. Signs 
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shall be posted on one or both sides of the fire apparatus road as required by Section 
D103.6.1 or D103.6.2. 

Section D107.2 Access to one- or two-family dwelling residential developments. 
For information regarding emergency access roads, the fire code official is authorized 
to utilize the International Wildland-Interface Code, 2006 edition. 

Figure D103.1 Dead end fire apparatus access road turnaround. 

The following are approved types of turnarounds ( diagrams of each attached as 
Exhibit A to the ordinance): 

70 foot diameter cul-de-sac 
60 foot hammer head 
40 foot tee 
40footwye 

Table D103.4 Requirements for dead-end fire apparatus access roads 

LENGTH WIDTH TURNAROUNDS REQUIRED 
ffeet) ffeetl 

0-150 20 None Required 
151-500 20 i In accordance with Ffaure D103.1 
501-750 26 In accordance with Ffaure D103.1 

Over750 Special annroval required 

Section 10. That if any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is, for 
any reason, held to be wiconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this ordinance. The City of Bellingham hereby declares that it would 
have passed this ordinance, and each section, subsection, clause or phrase thereof, 
irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses and 
phrases be declared wiconstitutional. 

Section 11. That this ordinance and the rules, regulations, provision, requirements, orders 
and matters established and adopted hereby shall take effect and be in full force and effect 
August 1, 2007. 

PASSED BY COUNCIL this 16th day of July 
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APPROVED BY ME thi~~y of ,A /<-1 , 2007 . 

Attest: 

@nae, 
Financeirector 

Approved as to form: 

~a.aLa-_ 
Office of the City Attorney 

Published: July 20, 2007 
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