
ORDINANCE NO. 2014-02-007 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BELLINGHAM, WASHINGTON AMENDING 
BELLINGHAM MUNICIPAL CODE 15.36.020 RELATING TO WHOLESALE 
SEWER SERVICES OUTSIDE CITY LIMITS 

WHEREAS, Bellingham Municipal Code ("BMC") 15.36 authorizes the City to contract to 
provide wholesale sewer services to dishicts and associations outside city limits; and 

WHEREAS, BMC 15.36 requires all new contracts to prohibit sewer main extensions in rural 
areas and further requires al I new contracts to prohibit the dishict or association from 
enlarging its area of jurisdiction or service without the approval of City Council; and 

WHEREAS, the City desires to repeal the foregoing provisions and replace them with the 
requirement that all new contracts mandate compliance with the Growth Management Act and 
other state laws pertaining to the extension of sewer services in rural areas; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed amendments align city code with state law while retammg 
flexibility for the City to impose additional contractual limitations on the provision of sewer 
services in rural areas tailored to the circumstances of each contract. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNClL OF THE CITY OF BELLINGHAM 
DOES HEREBY ORDAIN THAT: 

BMC 15.36.020 - Wholesale services to districts and associations is amended as follows: 

A. All contracts for wholesale water and/or sewer service, whether new or extensions of 
existing agreements shall be executed by the mayor as provided in Bellingham City Charter 
Section 5.02. In no event shall the mayor execute such contracts without the express 
authorization of the city council. Requests for such wholesale service contracts shall first be 
directed to the director of public works, and shall thereafter be processed as provided in BMC 
15.36.030. Existing contracts with dishicts and associations for water and/or sewer service 
may be renewed or extended and contracts negotiated with newly formed districts or 
associations, but all such contracts shall be subject to the terms and conditions of this chapter. 

B. All new contracts as well as existing contracts being negotiated for renewal relating to 
sewer service shall include provisions specifically providing the maximum quantities of 
effluent that will be accepted for transmission and treatment" aaa prohibiting the ex.tension of 
new StWrer maiHs outsiae urbaa groYi'th areas and limitea a.rea-s of more iHteesive rural 
de,,·elopment. All new contracts as well as existing contracts being negotiated for renewal 
relating to water service shall include provisions specifically providing the maximum 
quantities that will be supplied at the point of distribution. 

C. All new contracts as well as existing contracts being negotiated for renewal relating to 
wholesale sewer services shall include provisions requiring the dishict or association to 
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comply with all state and applicable local laws pertaining to the extension of sewer se1vices in 
rural areas, including but not limited to the Growth Management Act provisions codified in 
RCW 36.70A.l 10(4) and the district's or association's comprehensive sewer plan as approved, 
or conditionally approved, by the Washington State Department of Ecology pursuant to RCW 
90.48.110. 81:100. eo0traets shall further speeifieally prohibit the distriet or assoeiation from 
e0largiflg its area ofj1:1risdietioe or serYiee 1Nitho12t the eKpress appro•ral of the eity eoueeil. 

PASSED by the Council this 24th day of February , 2014. 

(lt!;(CL 
Council President 

APPROVED by me this ~ay of M, 2014 

ATTEST: ~ ~ 

~ 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

~ 
Published: 

February 28, 2014 

Ordinance - 2 
City ofBell ingham 

City Anomey 
2 10 Lottie Streer 

Bellingham, Washington 98225 
360-778-8270 


