
ORDINANCE NO. 2015-12-052 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BELLINGHAM, WASHINGTON ADOPTING 

A TRANSPORTATION IMPACT FEE BASE RATE AND RATE SCHEDULE FOR 
2016. 

WHEREAS, the City of Bellingham is authorized under Washington State law to 
impose Transportation Impact Fees ("TIF") pursuant to Revised Code of Washington 
("RCW") 82.02.050 - .090 for the purpose of collecting a proportional fair share contribution 
toward the capital improvement costs of transportation infrastructure to accommodate new 
growth; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Bellingham adopted a TIF ordinance in 1993, cod ified as 
Bellingham Municipal Code ("BMC") 19.06, and has since assessed all new development for 
transportation impact fees; and 

WHEREAS, BMC I 9.06.040(A) requires that "A revised schedule shall be adopted 
each year by the city council concurrent with, or subsequent to, the adoption of the Six-Year 
Transportation Improvement Program for arterial streets."; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Bellingham·s 2015 TIF base rate is $1,869 per p.m. peak 
hour vehicle trip, as adopted by the City Council in Ordinance 20 14-12-067 on December 15. 
2014;and 

WHEREAS, City of Bellingham transportation planning staff have calculated the 
2016 TIF base rate and rate schedule in accordance with BMC 19.06; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council held a public hea ring regarding the 2016-2021 
Transportation Improvement Program on June I. 2015 and one work session on June 15. 
2015 and approved Reso lution 2015-09 adopting the 2016-2021 Transportation Improvement 
Program; and 

WHEREAS, State law (RCW 82.02.050 - .090) requires that transportation impact 
fees collected by a jurisdiction must be spent for capital improvements to transportation 
infrastructure needed as a result of growth within s ix years or the collected fees must be 
refunded with interest; and 

WHEREAS, transportation impact fees based on common Institute of Transportation 
Engineers (ITE) trip generation rates should reflect future developments' proportional share 
contributions toward city-wide capital improvement costs for transportation infrastructure 
needed to serve new growth and development; and 
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WHEREAS, on November 6, 20 15, the City of Bellingham Public Works 
Department provided a courtesy letter notify ing the Building Industry Associatio n of 
Whatcom County (BIA WC) Board of Directors of antici pated increase to the Tl F rates for 
2016;and 

WHEREAS, after published notice, the City Council he ld a public meeting regarding 
the proposed ordinance on December 7, 20 15; and 

WHEREAS, the C ity Counci l has considered the decrease to the TIF base rate and 
rate schedule for 2016 and finds this ordinance to be in the best interests of the City of 
Bellingham and its citizens. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
BELLINGHAM DOES HEREBY ORDAIN THAT: 

Section 1. The Transportation Impact Fee (TIF) base rate charged to new 
development proposa ls seeking building permits in Bellingham sha ll be $2,017 per p.m. peak 
hour vehicle trip. 

Section 2. BMC 19.06.040 is amended to repeal Tab le I 9.06.040(A) and replace it 
with the 20 16 T IF rate schedule attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

Section 3. This ordinance shall take effect January I, 20 I 6. 

PASSED by the Council this 14th day of_D_e_c_e_m_b_e_r _____ , 2015. 

Coun 

APPROVED by me this l/!iy of~. ~0 15. 

ATTEST: 
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Finance Director 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

Published: 

December 18, 2015 
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EXHIBIT A: Table 19.06.CMO (A.) 2016 TIF Base Fee: $2,017 /pm trip Urban Village TripfTIF Reduction Program 

ITE ITE Land Ua• Category' ITE P• aaby, Net New 
LHa L•a• LH• 

Citywide Impact Fee 22% Less 22% 25% less 25% 50% Less SO¾ 
Code ~OfflfflOl'I ~ \II .. tn 8•IUn9hem, bvt NOT ... Trtp Diverted Trt.,_ per Land Uae Group 

per De,;elopment• Trip Impact Fee per Trip Impact Fee per Trip Impact Fee per 
1 l11el1,,1&MI &f 'Tl llth ldtttofl. R• t• a Link%' Dev Unit' Development' Development' De,;elopment' Dat.,7 Dat.,7 Da .... 7 

Residential 210 Single Famly House 1.00 0% 1.00 s 2,017 Unit 0.78 $1,573.26 Uri! 0.75 $1,512.75 Unil 0.50 $1,008.50 Unit 

845 221 1·2 story (low-rise) Apartlll8f'UADU 0.58 0% 0.58 $ 1,170 Unit 0.45 $912.49 Unit 0.44 $877.40 Unit 0.29 $584.93 Unt 

223 ~10 story 1miG-rise) Apartment 0.39 0% 0.39 $ 787 Unit 0.30 $613.57 Unit 0.29 $589.97 Unit 0.20 $393.32 Unit 

231 1·2 story Condo/Townhse/DU018X 0.78 0% 0.78 $ 1,573 Unit 0.61 $1 ,227.14 Unit 0.59 $1,179.95 Unit 0.39 $786.63 Unit 
232 1;,+ story l.,OrlC() / 1 ownnouse 0.38 0% 0.38 $ 766 Unit 0.30 $597.84 Unit 0.29 $574.85 Uri! 0.19 $383.23 Unit 

~esidential • Hotel 310 Hotel (Haml)ton'Marriot/l.BQuinta) 0.70 0% 0.70 $ 1,411.90 Room 0.55 $ 1.101.28 Room 0.53 $1 .058.93 Room 0.35 $ 705.95 Room 
320 ,"'""',en \l;.A~enor varr-~ 6. .... 1.0N'SJ 0.58 0% 0.58 $ 1,169.86 Room 0.45 $ 912.49 Room 0.44 $877.40 Room 0.29 $ 584.93 Room 

Poolie Education 520 Public Elementary School 1.76 0% 1.76 $ 3,549.92 Em- 1.37 $ 2.768.94 Em""'""" 1.32 $ 2,662.44 Emnon,,_ 0.88 $ 1,774.96 Emolovee 

540 Commun11yfT eclv'lk:al Cohoe 2.54 0% 2.54 $ 5.12 SQ. Ft. 1.98 $ 4.00 So. Ft. 1.91 $ 3.84 So.Ft. 1.27 $ 2.56 So Ft. 

550 1university/l;Ollege \ vv'l'IU) 0.17 0% 0.17 $ 342.89 Student All WWU Students Pc1v !-or c1nd Po!-ses!>· I"\-TA Bus Pas."iu$ for H1gh-F,t:Jquency Srxv,r.e tr. WWL' 

Private Education 534 Private School K-8 & K-12 0.17 0% 0.17 s 342.89 Student 0.13 $ 267.45 Stude<t 0.13 $ 257.17 Student 0.09 $ 17145 Student 

565 Dav Care Center" 0.81 90% 0.08 $ 163.38 Student 0.06 s 127.43 Student 0.06 $ 122.53 Student 0.04 s 81 .69 Student 

560 cr.urcn 0.55 0% 0.55 $ 1.11 Sq. Ft. 0.43 $ 0.87 Sq. Ft. 0.41 s 0.83 Sq. Ft. 0.28 $ 0.55 Sq.Ft. 

Industrial 110 General Ligtt Industrial 0.97 0% 0.97 $ 1.96 ~ . Ft. 0.76 s 1.53 Sa. Ft. 0.73 s 1.47 So. Ft. 0.49 $ 0.98 Sa. Ft. 

120 Gene<al Heavy Industrial 0.68 0% 0.68 $ 1.37 ~.Ft. 0.53 $ 1.07 So. Ft. 0.51 s 1.03 Sa. Ft 0.34 $ 0.69 So. Ft. 

140 Marufactl.l'ina 0.73 0% 0.73 s 1.47 SQ.Ft. 0.57 $ 1.15 So.Ft. 0.55 $ 1.10 Sa. Ft. 0.37 $ 0 74 So. Ft. 

150 Warehouse 0.32 0% 0.32 $ 0.65 Sa . Ft. 0.25 $ 0 50 Sa. Ft. 0.24 $ 0 48 Sa. Ft. 0.16 $ 0.32 So. Ft. 

151 Mmt-vva,.,..,...e {Storage Unitsr 0.22 0% 022 s 0.44 Sq. Ft. 0.17 $ 0 35 So. Ft. 0.17 $ 0.33 Sq. Ft. 0.11 J 0.22 Sq.Ft. 

Offices 710 General Office (AdmlrvFlnanc&'etc) 1.49 0% 1.49 $ 3.01 Sa. Ft. 1.16 $ 2.34 Sq.Ft. 1.12 $ 2.25 So. Ft. 0.75 $ 1 50 So. Ft. 

720 ,-i,cauue11U11 umce 3.57 0% 3.57 $ 7.20 Sq. Ft 2.78 $ 5.62 Sq. Ft. 2.68 $ 5 40 Sq. Ft. 1.79 $ '\.fiO Sq. Ft. 

~ecreation 492 HealthHness Club!BAC. Golds etc) 3.53 0% 3.53 $ 7.12 Sa. Ft. 2.75 $ 5.55 Sa. Ft. 2.65 $ 5.34 Sq.Ft. 1.77 $ 3 56 So. Ft. 

495 Recreational l;ommunty I fMCA) us 0% 1.45 s 2.92 Sq. Ft. 1.13 $ 2.28 Sq. Ft. 1.09 $ 2.19 Sq. Ft. 0.73 $ 1.46 Sq. Ft 

RetaN • A<iomolive 841 ~ Sales" 2.45 0% 2.45 $ 4.94 Sa. Ft. Automol.,. llses Not EliaiblR lo, l/rban VII,., • nF Reduction 

843 A<iomobie Parts Sales 5.98 43% 3.41 s 6.88 S<1. Ft nla nla nls nla nl a nls nls nl a nla 
941 Quick lube Vehicle Shop 5.19 42% 3.01 $ 6,072 VSP n/a nla n/a rva nl a nla n/a n/a nla 

942 Ad.o Care Center (Harmony Motors) 3.11 28% 2.24 s 4.52 ~ . Ft. r>'a nla nla nla n!a r>'a nla n;d n/a 

944 G~ Station" 13.87 42% 8.04 $ 16.226 VSP nla nla nla nla nl a nla n/a n la nla 

945 I(;~ :;tat,on wtl;onvenience Man<9t 13.51 56% 5.94 $ 11,990 .,, ... rva nld nla nla nla n/a n/8 n,a n/8 

!Retail • Serviees 812 Boildill!I Materials & Lumber Store 4.49 0% 4 .49 $ 9.06 Sa. Ft. 3.50 $ 7.06 So. Ft. 3.37 $ 6.79 So. Ft. 2.25 $ 4.53 Sa. Ft. 

816 Hardware/Pain! Store 4.84 0% 4.84 $ 9.76 Sa. Ft. 3.78 $ 7.61 Sa. Ft. 3.63 $ 7.32 Sa. Ft. 2.42 $ 4.88 So. Ft. 

826 Specialtv RetaQ' {Merch Bot. etc) 2.71 25% 2.03 $ 4.10 SQ.Fl. 1.59 $ 3.20 So.Ft. 1.52 $ 3.07 Sa. Ft. 1.02 $ 2.05 Sa. Ft. 

820 ShoPl>inQ Center (Sunsel Square) 3.71 34% 2.45 $ 4.94 Sa. Ft. 1.91 $ 3.85 Sa. Ft. 1.84 $ 3.70 Sq. Ft. 1.22 $ 2.47 Sa. Ft. 

850 Supermar1<et (Haggerv'Cost Cutter) 9.48 36% 6.07 $ 12.24 ~ . Ft. 4.73 $ 9.55 Sa.Ft. 4.55 $ 9.18 So. Ft. 3.03 $ 6.12 So. Ft. 

851 Convenience Martel (Open 24 hrs l 52.41 61% 20.44 $ 41.23 Sa. Ft. 15.94 $ 32.16 SQ. Ft. 15.33 $ 30.92 So. Ft. 10.22 $ 20.61 Sa. Ft. 

654 Discount Supermarl<et CWincol 8.34 23% 6.42 $ 12.95 So. Ft. 5.01 $ 10.10 Sa Fl 4.82 $ 9.71 Sa. Ft. 3.21 $ ;;_48 Sa. Ft. 

857 Discount Club {Costco) 4.18 0% 4.18 s 8.43 Sa. Ft. 3.26 $ 6 58 So. Ft. 3. 14 $ 6.32 SQ. Ft. 2.09 $ 422 So. Ft. 

876 "'1loarelStor1t 3.83 25% 2.87 $ 5.79 Sa. Ft. 2.24 $ 4.52 So. Ft. 2.15 $ 4.35 Sa.Ft. 1.44 $ 2.90 Sa. Ft. 

880 Pharmacy/Drug Store 6.40 53% 3.95 $ 7.96 Sa. Ft. 3.08 $ 621 So. Ft. 2.96 $ 5.97 Sa. Ft. 1.97 s HR Sq.Ft. 

881 Pharmacv/Drua Store w/Drlv•l4> 9.91 49% 5.05 $ 10.19 ~ -Ft. Oriv.,. Thru llses Not Eliaible for l/rb&n Vil/soe TIF R6ductioo 

890 Furnture Store 0.45 53% 0.21 $ 0.43 ~ . Ft. 0.16 $ o.33 I So. Ft. I 0.16 $ o.32 I Sa. Ft. 0.11 $ 0.21 Sa. Ft. 

912 Bank with Driviruo TeUMS) 33.24 90% 3.32 $ 6,705 W'ndow Drlve-Thru llses No/ El''Jib/9 fo, l/rban Vil/RO TIF R9duction 

918 Hair/Nail Saloo 1.45 0% 1.45 s 2.92 Sq. Ft. 1.13 $ 2 28 Sq.Ft. 1.09 $ 2.19 Sq. Ft. 0.73 $ 1 46 Sq.Ft. 

Reial • Food/Drink 925 Dmklng Place" 11.34 75% 2.84 $ 5.72 Sa. Ft. 2.21 $ 4.46 Ov.. Ft. 2.13 $ 4.29 Sa. Ft. 1.42 s 2.86 So. Ft. 

931 Ou,liitv Restaurant (Hearth Fire) 7.49 44% 4.19 s 8.46 Sa. Ft. 3.27 $ 6.60 Sa. Ft. 3.15 $ 6.35 So. Ft. 2.10 $ 4.23 Sa. Ft. 
932 High Turnover Restaurant (Busara) 9.85 43% 5.61 $ 11 32 So. Ft. 4.38 $ 8.83 So. Ft. 4.21 $ 8.49 Sa. Ft. 2.81 $ 5.66 Sa.Ft. 

933 Fast Food (Pia Pit/Jimmy John's) 26.15 50% 13.08 $ 26.37 So. Ft. 10.20 $ 20.57 So. Ft. 9.81 $ 19 78 So. Ft. 6.54 t 1 3 19 Sa. Ft. 

934 Fast Food w/Drive-up (McDonalds) 32.65 50% 16.33 $ 32.93 Sa. Ft. Orivir Thru lls9s Not Eligible fo, llrb&n Viii- TTF Reduc/ion 

938 Driveup Coffee Stard (Cruise Coffee) 2.00 0% 2.00 $ 4,034.00 Window Drive-Thru llses Not E/loible for Urban Vl'- TIF RtKtuc/ion 

~ Institute of TraR9po,tatlon Eng~. Trjp GelWJljon 19th Edljonl •r,,,s worlcs/llJef rvpresonts 011ly the most common us!IS permllad in Bellingham ar>d is NOT a/I-Inclusive ol 1/Je 172 /TE /ar>d use categories 

~ Trip lj8'19l'atlon rate per developrneri unt, to,- PM Peak Hour of the edJacert atreet traffic (Weakday, 4-6 pm) Note. SQ. Ft. rate expressed per 1000 SF for convenience of deYelopmenl commtriy. 

~ Average Pass-by Rates. per Trll! Genera!!Q!l Hird!ls!!!!S: l!l lTE R!!!<!!!!!mg!!S! Practice t,!ll;! Es!!li5l!ll, JM!!!! ~ 
~ Urit = dweiling unit Sq. Ft. = Square Ftlffl; VSP = vel'lde servicing poslioo; Studerl = WWU studerl w bus pass; Room z A,;aiable Hotel/Motel Room 

~ Public: Worlu allows some mixed-use ard commercial developmenl to be categorized as 'Specielly Reta.I Certers· with 25% pass-by 

Local trip Q•r8alion studies penormed by cons.;ting ~ ard accepted by Belingham Public: Worlu. 

'Orwin Urban Vllaoes adoPled In -.,ham Comorehens11111 Plan and shown an attached mao. 


