
ORDINANCE NO. 2019-12-038 

AN ORDINANCE RELATED TO LAND USE PLANNING FOR THE SAMISH WAY URBAN 
VILLAGE UPDATING AND REVISING THE SAMISH WAY URBAN VILLAGE SUBAREA 

PLAN AND ASSOCIATED DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS IN BMC 20.37.100 
THROUGH BMC 20.37.170. 

WHEREAS, the Bellingham Comprehensive Plan (Policy LU-18) provides direction to 
"develop new plans and update existing plans as needed to reflect the unique nature of each 
urban village"; and 

WHEREAS, the original Samish Way Urban Village (SWUV) subarea plan was initiated by 
the community and adopted in 2009 after significant public outreach and involvement to 
develop the overall vision and goals; and 

WHEREAS, while the overall vision and goals continue to be supported , the 2009 SWUV 
subarea plan conflicts with city-wide policy documents adopted since that time, including the 
comprehensive plan (2016), the pedestrian master plan (2012) and the bicycle master plan 
(2014); and 

WHEREAS, updates to development regulations in other sections of the Bellingham 
Municipal Code have created inconsistencies between city-wide and Samish Way Urban 
Village development regulations; and 

WHEREAS, a 2016-2017 study of the N. Samish Way transportation corridor identified an 
alternative cross-section that would result in a reduced number of drive lanes and improved 
conditions for bicycle and pedestrian safety; and 

WHEREAS, an urban village status report, presented to City Council in December 2018, 
contained statistics and recommendations for amending development regulations to further 
encourage redevelopment in the Samish Way Urban Village; and 

WHEREAS, changed conditions in the growth projections, hotel/motel market, and other 
features in the area are not described accurately in the current urban village plan; and, 

WHEREAS, the Samish Way Urban Village plan is incorporated by reference into the 
Comprehensive Plan; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council has docketed the review of the Samish Way Urban Village Plan 
as part of the 2018-2019 Comprehensive Plan Amendment cycle; and 

WHEREAS, the preliminary proposed changes were presented to interested stakeholders at 
a neighborhood meeting held on October 24, 2018 at Garden View Methodist Church; and 
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WHEREAS, on December 20, 2018, the City of Bellingham as lead agency under the 
procedures of the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA), issued a Determination of Non
Significance; and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with the Growth Management Act, the State of Washington was 
notified on January 2, 2019 of the City's intent to amend the subarea plan and development 
regulations for Samish Way Urban Village; and 

WHEREAS, the Bellingham Planning Commission provided appropriate 30-day notice to 
conduct a public hearing on January 24, 2019 on the proposed urban village subarea plan 
and land use development code amendments. An additional work session was held on 
February 7, 2019 and thereafter the Planning Commission issued Findings, Conclusions and 
a Recommendation for adoption of amendments to the subarea plan and associated 
development regulations; and 

WHEREAS, the Bellingham City Council held a public hearing on May 6, 2019 and work 
sessions on May 20, 2019 and July 1, 2019 and agrees with and adopts the Planning 
Commission Findings of Fact, Conclusions and Recommendation; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the amendments to the Samish Way Urban Village 
subarea plan satisfy the requirements of BMC Chapter 20.20.040, and are consistent with 
the State Growth Management Act, the Bellingham Comprehensive Plan, and the York and 
Sehome Neighborhood Plans; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the accompanying land use development code 
amendments satisfy the requirements of BMC Chapter 20.22, and are consistent with the 
State Growth Management Act, the Bellingham Comprehensive Plan, and the York and 
Sehome Neighborhood Plans; and 

NOW THEREFORE, THE CITY OF BELLINGHAM, WASHINGTON, DOES ORDAIN AS 
FOLLOWS: 

Section 1: The Samish Way Urban Village subarea plan is amended as shown in EXHIBIT 
A. 

Section 2. Bellingham Municipal Code Sections 20.37.100-.170, Samish Way Urban Village, 
are amended as shown in EXHIBIT B. 

Section 3. The Council adopts the Findings of Fact, Conclusions and Recommendation of 
the Planning Commission included with this ordinance as EXHIBIT C. 

PASSED by the Council this 16th day of December, 2019. 
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APPROVED by me this ~ day of Ja_n. , 2020. 

ATTEST: 

APPR 

~ 
Office of the City Attorney 

Published: 

December 20 2019 
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INTRODUCTION 

1.1. PURPOSE OF THE SUBAREA PLAN 

This document provides a policy framework for 
the ~development of an urban village in 
a +&69-acre area surrounding Samish Way, 
generally located west of 1-5 at the base of 
Sehome Hill Arboretum, north of Bill McDonald 
Parkway and south of Edwards Street. This area 
contains portions of the Sehome and York 
Neighborhoods. The goal of the Subarea Plan is 
to guide redevelopment towards the 
community vision. Specific implementing 
regulations must also be adopted to incorporate 
this vision into code. 

Connections and compatibility to surrounding 
areas are of paramount importance. However, 
the goals here are only applicable to areas 
within the Samish Way Urban Village boundary. 

1.2 RELATIONSHIPTOTHE aoO&. 
2016 COMPREHENSIVE 
PLAN 

The ~2016 Comprehensive Plan states that 
anticipated population growth should be 
accommodated primarily through the EFeatioA 
of a series ofwithin urban €efltefsvillages. An 
ureaA eeAter {or " urban villageg is generally 
considered an area that: 
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~ Contains a mix of commercial, residentia l, 

and service uses; 
-1 Provides amenities and necessities within 

walking distance; 
-1 Is designed for pedestrians, bikes, and 

transit, as well as the automobile; 

-1 Facilitates strong community connections 
and interaction by serving as a neighbor
hood focal point and providing active 
public spaces; and 

-1 Promotes sustainability and quality 
design. 

The Comprehensive Plan designates the Samish 
Way area as an poteAtial urban village. 
Comprehensive Plan policy R U-18 directs that 
the City develop new plans and update exist ing 
plans as needed to reflect the unique nature of 
each urban village. Suearea PlaAs Ile ElevelopeEI 
for eaeh of the pFOposeEI ureaA villages. Eaeh 
plaA FAUSt specify the fol lowiAg eleFAeAts: 

-/f LaAEI uses aAEI EleAsities; 
-/f Street aAEI utility layouts; 
lf Lot arraAgeFAeAts, housiAg types; 
-/f Pla3a loeatioAs, streetseape aFAeAities; 
-/f RelatioAship of euilEliAgs to the street; 
-/f Parl1iAg struetures or lots; 
-/f ProteetioA of eritieal areas; 
-/f PeElestriaA aAEI eieyele faeilities; aAEI 
lf Other iteFAs EleeFAeEI Aeeessar,• to eAsure 
EOFApatieility w itR surFOURSiRg areas. 

These eleFAeAts are eaeh aEIElresseEI iA this 
Suarea PlaA a REI/or ti:le assoeiateEI Ele•.,elopFAeAt 
regulatioAs.The Samish Way Subarea Plan was 
originally adopted in 2009. and was amended 
in 2019 to reflect new information and 
consistency with other adopted policy 
documents. 
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1.3 THE PLANNING PROCESS 

----- In 2004, a group of-st udents at Western 
Washington University presented their 
ideas to the community illustrating the 
potential for t he area su rround ing Samish 
Way as a dynamic, people-centered place. 
This led to t he fo rmat ion of a Sehome 
Neighborhood Associat ion committee 

n 

to investigate neighborhood se nt iments 
about this kind of redevelopment along 
Samish Way. 

Starting from neighborhood survey 
"' data, the neighborhood associat ion 
w conducted outreach over the course of 
~ 
"' 0: 
w .. 
:!: 

almost three years to discover interest, 
objections, and pre ferences regard ing 
a walkable, mixed-use community 
along the Samish Way corridor. 
Outreach efforts included door-to-
door contact with area businesses, 
multiple presentations and input 
opportunities for the Sehome and 
surrounding neighborhood 
associations, and collaboration w ith a 
local nonprofit, Sustainable 
Connections, for a profession
ally-moderated design charette as well as 
a business breakfast meeting attended by 
about one-thi rd of area businesses. 

These efforts cu lminated in the 
inclusion of the urban village concept 
in the proposed update to the Sehome 
Neighborhood Plan, as well as support 
in the proposed York Neighborhood 
Plan update, which led to the initiation 
of the City-sponsored master planning 
and rezon ing process. 

June 2008, t he City launched t he 
master planning process by invi t ing t he 
general public and all anticipated stake
holders to attend a se ries of four 
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workshops to discuss the future vision of the 
area . The purpose of these workshops was to 
gather input on how the area should redevelop 
over time to achieve the goals of an urban 
village. Each workshop focused on a different 
subject: 

Meeting #1: Introduction and Character -
Discussion of the strengths and weaknesses 
of the project area in terms of how these 
elements help or hinder the development of an 
urban village. 

July 2008 Workshop Participants 

Meeting #2 : Public Realm: Streets.Trails and 
Plazas - Focus on street design, tra il connections 
and plazas. 

Meeting #3: Development Character: Permitted 
Uses, Design and Scale - Discussion of future 
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Approximately SO people attended each 
meeting, including neighbors, business own
ers, property owners, developers, real estate 
agents, land use consultants, and other in
terested stakeholders. At the conclusion of 
the workshops, staff hired a private engineer, 
architectural firm, economist, and transporta
tion planning firm to analyze the feasibility of 
the concepts that were generated. 

Staff presented 
the resulting 
draft master plan 
concepts and 
regulations for 
public review at 
a pre-application 
meeting on Feb
ruary 26, 2009, 
then to numerous 
City Boards and 
Commissions, City 
Departments and 

small stakeholder groups, which led to the 
finalization of the plan. 

The Samish Way Urban Village Subarea Plan was 

updated in 2019 to reflect changing conditions. such 

as the adoption of RC"'' city u·ise J Pedestrian 

Master Plan (2012). a Bicycle aAEI PeElestriaA Master 

Plan5 (2014). a Comprehensive Plan update (2016). 

and completion of an in-depth transportation study 

(2016-2017) for the feasibility of a new multimodal 

cross-section for the Samish Way corridor. The 

update also included recommendations from the 

City's Urban Village Status Report. which was 

published in late 2018. 
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development regulations, including permitted 
uses, design standards, floor area limits, height, 
and identification of "core" and "transition" 
zones. 

Meeting #4: Summary of Input and Discussion 
of Alternatives - Presentation and discussion of 
concepts gathered at the previous meetings. 
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1.4 NATURAL AND HISTORIC CONTEXT 

Sehome Hill Arboretum provides a striking 
backdrop to t his valley, which was established 
by early fishermen and builders as one of 
Bellingham's first developed neighborhoods. It 
wasn't until Highway 99 was constructed that 
the area began seeing the auto-oriented 
commercial development that exists along 
Samish Way today. 

In general, the site slopes gently to the south 
from Edwards Street at its north end and to 
the east from 34th Street at an overall low 
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grade, with some areas of rolling surface. Along • llt..~!l...~ ~ - L _.:__1.:.41111a~ lli~- l!!:!!il~ 
Samish Way itself, the road consistently loses 

elevat ion from north to south. 

History of Samish Way 
In the early 1930s, Samish Way was known as 
Maple Valley Road, a gravel road bounded by 
field s, trees and a few houses. In 1936, the road 
became part of Highway 99, also known as 

Pacific Highway 1, which ran along the West 
Coast from Mexico to Canada. By the mid 
119S0s, this main route into Bellingham had 

Johnson Motor Service circa 1933 (Marlene Hadley) 

1960 Aerial Photo of 1-5, Bill McDonald Parl<way and Samish Way 
{Jack Carver) 

blossomed with motels, gas stations and other 
auto-oriented businesses. RernindeFS eft"1at 
area inchc1de t"1e Ale"1a Metel. 

:Reck~t ~)(press, serv_i~g coffee and d~~g"1n1,1~s, 
is "1e1,1sed in t"1e eld twe p1,1rnp gas statien t"1at 
epened in 19:B as Je"1nsen Meter Service . 
(Belling"1arn l-lerald, Octeber 2008) 

2009 use: Rocket Donuts 
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In 1950, when Bellingham's 
population was around 
34,000 people, there were 
approximately 38,000 cars 
using Highway 99 every 
day, most with destinations 
outside of Bellingham and 
most without stopping. In 
1960, the first stretch of 
Interstate 5 opened between 
Samish Way and Northwest 
Avenue. The businesses along 
Samish Way west of 1-5 have 
remained oriented to travel 
and auto oriented uses today 
largely due to the location of 
I-S's interchanges. 

Aloha Motel 1960 (Jack Carver) 
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The Area Today 
Samish Way is a gateway to Western 
Washington University (WWU), 
downtown, the waterfront and 
Lake Padden. The area is easy to 
access from lnterstate-5, which may 
perpetuate the automobi le service
orientation of many businesses along 
this stretch. Currently, the area 
contains commercial and limited 
residential development, and the vast 
majority of the area is covered by 
parking lots. Approximately 6J7% of 
the project area is currently covered 
if:1-with impervious surfaces. 

Businesses along Samish Way include 
gas stations, hotels, restaurants, and 
retail establishments. The nearby 
Sehome Village shopping center 
provides grocery and other retail 
services to the south of the project 
boundary. 

The areas to the west and north/ 
northwest of the area are primarily 
residential, with single-family homes 
and small apartment buildings. 

Parking Lot adjacent to Samish Way 
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Looking 'north on Samish way_ 

Looking south on Samish Way towards Bill McDonald Par1<way 

Abbott Street 
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2. VISION 

Envision Samish Way in the future. 
After passing the freeway service 
businesses near Bill McDonald 
Parkway, visitors enter a welcoming 
gateway to Bellingham, greeted by 
a tree-lined streetscape with wide 
sidewalks supporting cafes and 
window shoppers. The area feels 
comfortable, bright, and is spotted 
with small green spaces and public 
amenities. 

Jin the moming,_~e_sid~11ts of the 
nearby historic neighborhoods stroll 
down the hill for a cup of coffee 
through the tree-lined bike and 
pedestrian trails that connect their 
homes to the urban center. They join 
the diverse mix of residents from the 
condos and apartments above as they 
start t heir day at a breakfast eatery. 

Casual luncht ime spots are filled with 
students and workers enjoying free 
internet access along the tree-lined 
sidewa lks safely separated from 
Samish Way car traffic. Business 
is brisk all day, with a diverse mix 
of retail and professional services 
complementing each other. Cars 
move slowly past the tree-lined 
median, stopping at the signalized 
intersections to allow students head
ing up and over Sehome Hill to cross 
the street. 

In the evening, neon signs advertising 
the nightlife infuse the area with an 
atmosphere of fun that draws families 
as well as the young professionals and 
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WWU faculty that live in the area. The couple 
sitting in the drive-up burger joint remembers 
this was once Old Highway 99. 

Many people who visit from other parts of town 
enjoy riding the bus on the ~high
freguency transit line that offers frequent 
transit service through the area, or else they 
park their car in the garage located below the 
business they're visiting. The solid row of 
businesses along the street draw people to 
continue window shopping until they are 
surprised to find they've perused the whole 
stretch of "The Way". 

From the urban center, the taller buildings abut
ting Samish Way taper down to single-family 
and courtyard housing, facing the landscaped 
park-like expanses of the single-family homes 
which back up to the Historic Districts and Se
home Hill Arboretum above. 

2.1 REDEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL 

!1n 2008,eleach parcel within the Samish Way 
Urban Village was evaluated for its 
redevelopment potential based on recent 
financial investment in the property, the 
condition of existing structures, the 
redevelopment interest of the property 
owners, and physical parcel characteristics..!Q_ 
estimate a general timeline for 
redevelopment. Utilizing this analysis, it's 
estimated that Uf3 to2013 growth projections 
estimated ~646 housing units and 
~306,12S square feet of commercial 
space may be added to the area by ~2036. 
This level of residential de,;elof)ment would 
result in a net density 
of af)f)roximately 29 units f)er acre. Limited 
Qeevelopment is anticif)ated within thewas 
limited during the first .§..lQ_years of the plan's 
adoption of this p'an ,o,itb only three oe,or 
residential units and 17.530 square feet of 
commercial space added during that period . 
Some f)arcels ma•r not de11elof3 until 2Q22 or 
later, def)ending on the economic 
en~·ironmentChanges in market and regulatory 
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conditions are expected to speed up pace of 
redevelopment over the next decade. 
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3. DEVELOPM ENT CHARACTER 

There are currently 169 residential dwelling 
units in Samish Way urban village. The units are 
split almost evenly between condos (23%). 
single-family (22%} and apartments (22%}. 
Mobile homes parks make up another 15% of 
the housing. There are 38 units subsidized for 
low-income residents, which reflects 22% of all 
housing units in Samish Way urban village. 

Employment 

There are currently 71 employers in the Samish 
Way urban village, providing a total of 595 jobs. 
Of these, 57% are in hospital ity or food and 
beverage, 20% are retail, and another 17% are 
commercial businesses. 

Environment 

The LEED-ND {Leadership in Energy and Envi
ronmental Design for Neighborhood Develop
ment) rating system was developed by the U.S. 
Green Building Council to analyze whether a 
development will achieve a more sustainable 
development pattern. LEED-ND categories in
clude several aspects of development, including 
"Smart Location and Linkage", "Neighborhood 
Pattern and Design", and "Green Construction 
and Technology". 

CHAPTER THREE 
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Many of these elements must be achieved on 
a site-specific project level at the discretion of 
the individual developer. However, using just 
the known aspects of the Samish Way Subarea 
Plan, it appears this urban village could achieve 
at least a LEED Silver rating if constructed as 
envisioned . This is due primarily to the follow
ing plan elements: 

Smart Location: The project is located on 
a previously-developed site within the City 
limits and is served by existing utility and 
street infrastructure 
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Environmental Sensitivity: Except for a few 
steep slopes, there are no environmentally 
sensitive areas (such as wetlands, streams, 
floodplains, agricultural land, etc.) within 
the site boundaries. 

Transportat ion Network: The project 
includes the creation of a more compact 
street grid to facilitate connections within 
and through the area. Additionally; and 
more frequent bus service is tJFOt)osedJ!!.2.Y.. 
be provided by WTA as density in the area 
increases. Bike and pedestrian pathways 
through the area will be added and clearly 
delineated through a wayfinding system. 

Compact. Mixed-Use Development: 
The goal of the Subarea Plan is to create a 
walkable, mixed-use neighborhood with a 
variety of businesses and services. Build
ings would be designed to enhance the 
pedestrian expe rience, and the impacts 
from automobiles mitigated through traffic 
management and design standards. 

Property owners and developers in the area 
are encouraged to consider how tRe-LEED-N D 
or other green building criteria may be 
incorporated into their own site- specific 
redevelopment projects to save money on 
energy costs and meet the stated sustain

ability goals of the community. 

3.1 DEVELOPMENT 
CHARACTER POLICES 

Land Use Policies 

• Encourage a healthy mix of residential and 
commercial uses to make the area a desir
able place to live, work and play. 
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• Fiwfllore the establishment of a Continue to 
offer the Mult i-family Tax Exemption 
programwne within the S1;barea to 
encourage market rate and affordable resi 
dential development. 

• Allow light manufact uring and some auto
oriented uses within t he Approach area. 

• Require ground floor commercial retail uses 
along Samish Way and emflhasize Samish 
Wa>;between the Otis Street and Abbott 
Street intersections as the primary 
commercial ~ode. Provide flexibility 
in other areas where topography, power 
lines, onstreet pa rking and/or market 
condit ions do not support commercial uses 
in the short-term. In these cases, ground 
floor residential development should be 
designed for the future retrofit to 
commercial uses. 

• Encourage development of a community 
center, day care, and other family-oriented 
uses, preferably in close proximity to the 
public plaza. 

I. 

CHAPTER THREE 
DEV EL OPMEN T C HARACT E R 

• Add street trees and landscaping to the 
right-of-ways wit hin the project area. 

Site Design Policies 

• Develop ~ street frontage to create an 
interesting and 
comfortable environment for pedestri ans. 

• Construct buildings adjacent to the side
walk except when setback to accommodate 
plazas, outdoor dining, wider sidewalks or 
enhanced landscaping. 

• Locate eateries, outdoor cafes and plazas 
on the south and west sides of the develop
ment whenever possible to maximize light, 
warmth and comfort. 

• Encourage structured parking where pos
sible to focus ground floor space on pedes
t rian retail activity and other active uses. 
Where structured parking is impractical, 
locate it behind the building and provide 
landscaping to lessen the impact on the 
public streetscape. 

The hotel market iR 8elliRgham aRd What,om 
Colmty is relati>,ely stroRg (Properti( CowRselors, 
2009). NiRe motels flaRk Samish Wa 11 betweeR 

. I s~---- ~-l'l-~_JrnL~d),rnald_ ~~-~k_•,lf~'J'- H~~~!s __ -· 
aRd motels are eREowraged to EORtiRwe to pro11ide 

that swpport the pedestriaR Ehara,ter aRd pro•.•ide seri,iEes for area resideRts, 
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• Incorporate bio-swales and other low-impact 
stormwater management techniques ~ 
lamlscaf)e meaians, street f)lantings ans 
wi•,ate stormwater S'fStems where possible to 
provide an aesthetic amenity and reduce the 
impacts of stormwater runoff. 

Building Design Policies 

• Employ a design review process t hat ensures 
projects comply with the intent of the estab
lished design standards. 

• Encourage developers to implement Washing
ton State Department of Transportation (WS
DOT) noise mit igating measures in buildings 
adjacent to 1-5 to buffer traffic noise. 

• Establish building heights that create appro
priately-scaled development for the desired 
intensity while providing economically 
feasible redevelopment opportunities. 

• Require signs to be appropriately scaled in 
proportion to the building and site. 

• Monitor the effectiveness of the adopted 
Design Review criteria as development occurs 
in the area . 
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The Residential Transition areas are immediately 
adjacent to existing single-family neighborhoods. 
A mix of residential housing types is encouraged to 
support the abutting commercial area and provide 
housing choices for people of various incomes and 
ages. 

CHAPTER THREE 
DEVE L OPMENT CHARA C TER 

Commercial Core {C} -
The Commercial Core area is intended 
to be the densest area within the urban 
village with the highest concentration of 
employment and housing. This area is 
likely to have direct access to transit and 
a wide range of supportive land uses such 
as retail, office, recreation, public facili ties, 
parks and open space. The pedestrian 
environment is emphasized. 

Commercial Approach {C} -
The Commercial Approach area is intend
ed to allow commercial uses similar to the 
Core, with a less intensive mix of ground 
floor pedestrian oriented uses such as of
fices and interspersed drive through 
services such as gas stations, banks and 
f ast food restaurants. Some light indus
trial and auto oriented uses are allowed to 
continue due to proximity to 1-5 and the 
auto focused history of the area. 

Commercial Transition (CT} -
The Commercial Transition areos fJF€ 

intended t;e allow commercial uses similar 

to the Core and Approach Areas, but #le5e
with le55-limits on height, FAR and uses 
that may generate more noise andfs2!. 

-- vehicular .impacts on abutting residential 
areas. 14ei§Jht limits ere /ewer te lessen 
the impect en the 
efii'eGent res.'dentiel erees. Residential: 
only buildings are more likely to occur in the CT 
el.le wed in the Hensitien 
areas than mixed-use buildings, given the focus on N. 
Samish Way street front commercial development. 
Hiiowever, the)' she!Jldall buildings should be 
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designed 
with an active and direct interface with 
the street ta support the pedestrian 
experience. 

CHAPTER THREE 
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3.2 IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES 

• Adopt development regulations to insure all 
redevelopment complies with the commu
nity vision established in this document. 

• Develop an economically feasible Floor Area 
Ratio (FAR) system, allowing for increase in 
development capacity in exchange for provi
sion of public amenities such as affordable 
housing, green building, public plaza dedica
tion and/or contribution to the Lake What
com Watershed Acquisition Fund. 

• Establish four development areas based on 
the desired intensity of development and 
physical characteristics: Commercial Core, 
Commercial Approach, Commercial Transi
tion, and Residential Transition areas. These 
areas are intended to ensure development 
is appropriately scaled and to allow uses 
that are compatible with the surrounding 
neighborhoods. 

• !Reduce_ the minimum parking rate and 
provide bicycle parking with all new devel
opment in the Commercial areas to support 
the multi-modal nature of the urban village. 

• Establish landscaping requirements to 
increase the amount of vegetation provided 
with new development. 

CHAPTER THREE 
DEVELOPMENT CHARACTER 

What is Floor Area Ratio (FAR)? 
FAR is the gross square footage of a 
building divided by the square footage 
of the site. 

Two different forms of 
a 1.0 FAR building 

For example: In both examples above, 
the building is 10,000 square feet, and is 
built on a 10,000 square foot lot. This is 
an FAR ofl.O. 

If you know the FAR and you want to 
calculate how much gross floor area you 
could build, multiple by the FAR by the 
site area. 

• Encourage incorporation of smaller ever
greens and other vegetation found in the 
Sehome Hill Arboretum to strengthen the 
connection to help integrate this open 
space amenity with the urban village . 

• Work with neighborhood associations and 
private property owners to adopt a tree 
preservation plan identifying trees and 
other native vegetation that should be pre
served to support habitat and add aesthetic 
value to the area . 
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4. CIRCULATION, STREETSCAPE 
AND PUBLIC PARKING 

EXISTING CONDITIONS (2019) 
Street right-of-way accounts for approximately 
34 of the 69.25-78 total acres of the project 
area (~423%). N...,__Samish Way defines the 
character for most people traveling through in 
their cars. Wide traffic lanes, narrow 
unprotected sidewalks, businesses separated 
from the street by parking lots, and a lack of 
vegetation creates an threatening unpleasant 
environment for people and discourages 
pedestrian activity. Flashing crosswalks and 
pedestrian refuges were added at several 
locations along the corridor, which have 
improved pedestrian safety. 

Bicylists riding on Samish Way sidewalk 

Most bicyclists choose to ride on the sidewalk, 
which exists only on Samish Way and parts of 
Byron Avenue. These sidewalks are interrupted 
by numerous driveway curb-cuts, creating the 
potential for collision with vehicles attempting 
to enter the roadway. 

CHAPTER FOUR 
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AND PARKING 

A comprehensive corridor study was 
completed in 2016 to examine alternatives for 
the Samish Way streetscape. This study 
identified several methods for improving 
bicycle and pedestrian comfort and safety, 
and to change the street to a more urban 
character. These improvements are intended 
to be constructed in 2020. as resources allow. 

Seme-Side streets in the district often dead-end 
or have 1 way access,_,4fl4-11ack of~ 
right-of-way in other areas results in large 
"superblocks" with no through pedestrian or 
vehicular access for over 900 feet in some 
cases. 
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In contrast, 34th Street has a pleasant rural 
environment despite it's-proximity to Samish 
Way and Bill McDonald Parkway. Shared lane 
markings were added in 2018 to direct 
bicyclists from Bill McDonald Parkway, along 
34th Street to signalized crosswalks at 
Otis/Maple/Samish and beyond to Lakeway 
Drive through the York Neighborhood. This 
link to the surrounding bicycle network was 
recommended in the 2014 city-wide Bicycle 
Master Plan, and provides an alternative bike 
route with less traffic than Samish Way. 
Pedestrians appear comfortable walking down 
the street, surrounded by well-established 
vegetation . However, there are limited 
connections to the Sehome Hill Arboretum or 
into the commercial area, and no sidewalks 
exist. 

As Samish Way redevelops, adequate parking 
must be provided in a way that does not de
tract from the intended pedestrian-oriented 
streetscape. Shared parking facilities should be 
encouraged and on-street parking added to side 
streets wherever possible as conditions warrant 
to support the commercial activity in the area 
and to protect adjacent residential 
neighborhoods. 

4.1 CIRCULATION, STREETSCAPE AND 
PARKING POLICIES 

Circulation Policies 

• Enhance the street grid and elimiRate 
reduce the impact of "superblocks" by 
extending connections from 35 th Street and 
37th Street between Consolidation Avenue 
and Abbott Street. Right-of-way should be 
dedicated upon property redevelopment for 
this purpose. 

CHAPTER FOUR 
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provided as shown on the right-of-way and 
pedestrian connection map on page 213. 

Support street •;acatioRs w"1eR e11cRaRgeel 
for Rewly eleelicateel rig"1t of way. 

qj!i,r.1™l~'lf1Rlj(elfHl~AM:iwnmm. ~ SUBAREA PLAN 
Street to the Commercial areas should be • 



• Create an access management ordinance 
that requires redevelopment to consolidate 
individual driveways to shared driveways 
along !i:._Samish Way to increase 
automobile, bicycle, and pedestrian safety._ 
An access management ordinance would 
allow for the identification of future 
opportunities for landscaped medians that 
could be constructed in the center turn lane 
if driveways are consolidated and/or 
eliminated. 

• Consistent with the Oty's 2016-2017 Samish
Maple-Ellis Corridor Study completed b•, 
PubliE Werl<s. r~educe Samish Way to twe 
one vehicle lanes in each direction. add 
buffered bicycle faE+lities lanes in each 
direction. and a iAtermitteAt landscape 
median/tum laAe te on Maple Street between 
Otis and Edwards where feasible. 

...__Once the Samish Way transportation 
improvements listed abe•;e are completed. 
r~educe the posted speed limit along Samish 
Way to a maximum of 25 miles per hour a,; 

redevelepmeAt eeeurs aAd autemebile 
• traffiE iAEreases to make the street more com

fortable for bikes/pedestrians and increase the 
visibility of businesses to passerby. 

• As warranted over time as redevelopment 
occurs and as vehicle traffic increases. G4 
construct traffic signals er reuAdabeuts te..Q!l 
Samish Way at the intersections with Abbott 
and Consolidation to manage traffic flow 
from side streets while maintaining a Ad ereate 
safe pedestrian crossings. 

• Highlight pedestrian crossings with bulb eut 
sidewalks, use ef differeAt surfaee materials and 
marl<iAgs, and use of the landscape median as a 
mid-street pedestrian refuge. 
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_•_Adda new traffie signal pedestrian
activated pedestrian crossing signal to the 
intersection of 3~ th Street and Bill 
McDonald Parkway! 

• Werk with WTA te design a bus pulleut iA 
the publiE right ef way eA the nerth side 
ef Bill MEDeAald parl<wa•, between 34,i,
~,i, Streets that is eapable ef 
aecommedatiAg future 70 feet Ieng 
artieulated busses tra,,.eling te WWU. 
prier te 35"'-Street being epened te traffic 

...__Study future multimodal transportation 
improvements to the Samish Way/Bill 
McDonald Pkwy intersection, which is 
expected to experience significant morning 
and evening vehicle traffic congestion. 
Prn•;ide a deuble left tum lane at Bill ME 
Dena Id Parkway t e allew fer adeEjuate 
sterage spaee fer vehides preparing te tum 
nerthbeund ente Samish Way . 

• Add new multi-use public trail connections 
to the Sehome Hill Arboretum at Allen Av
enue and Newell Street, as identified in the 
Sehome Arboretum Master Plan . 

• Establish a Expand the City's vehicular, 
pedestrian and bicycle wayfinding system~ 
to guide people to and from the Sehome 
Hill Arboretum, WWU, Lake Padden and 
downtown. 

• Supply eurb ELits thrnugh the traffie di•;ert 
ers at Grant and l-lumbeldt Streets te allew 
bikes and wheelEhair aeeess between the 
Samish W-ay Urban Village, ~ranl<lin Park, 
and the Yerl< Neighberheed. 
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• Explore the feasibility for a bike and pedes
trian overpass across Interstate 5 near €,.. 
Ma13le anel ,o,1:Jl:Jatt StreetsConsolidation 
Avenue to connect the Samish Way Urban 
Village to the Western Washington 
University/Whatcom Tra nsportation Aut hority 
Park and Ride and developed neighborhoods 
east of 1-5. 

• As traffic increases, implement traffic man
agement techniques as needed along 34 th 

Street (based on established Public Works' 
aefo13tea criteria) to regulate traffic flow 
through the established neighborhoods. 

• Prohibit vehicular access from 34th Street to 
the commercially-zoned areas of the urban 
village, except for emergency vehicles as 
needed. 

CHAPTER FOUR 
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- ~ Looking North on new 35th Street towards Abbott 

Transit Policies 

• Provide covered bus shelters and other 
amenities at bus stops and orient devel
opment towards transit stops to create a 
comfortable and interesting environment for 
pedestrians and transit riders and promote 
transit use. 

• Encourage WTA to expand high-frequency 
("GO biAe") transit service as 
redevelopment occurs and as new 
residential density creates a ridership base 
to connect the Samish Way corridor to 
WWU and downtown. 

Artist rendering of 35th street 

!<eleeate t he westse~As tFaAsit st op at Bill 
MeDeAals PaFl1>,,;a•; to the City right of way 
at ByreA ans 35 .... StFeet (aeress t he street 
freffi the eastso~nel tFansit st ep) to faeilitate 
a safeF peelestFian ero ssing to the Seheffie 
Village retail se rviee area aAel previele a 
pleasant en,•irnnffient for transit risers . 

• Work w ith WTA to design a bus pullout in 
the public right-of-way on t he north side 
of Bil l McDonald parkwa y between 34th 

and 35 th Streets t hat is ca pable of 
accommod at ing fut ure 70-foot long 
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articulated buses traveli ng t o WWU. 

Accommodate either 2 suses or a dousle 
sus at Rew sus 13ull outs to su1313ort aA 
e11eAtual iAcrease iA traAsit ser11ice . 

CHAPTER FOUR 
CI RCU LATI ON ,STREETS CAPE 
AND PARKING 

SAMISH WAY URBAN VILLAGE SUBAREA PLAN • 



Courtesy of Whatcom +fiffiSit
Transportation Authori!Y 

• k;ansalidate transit steps __ _ 
and fire hydrants inta ane 
lacatian ta maJdmize an 
street parking. 

• Encourage developers to 
work with WTA to provide 
annual bus passes to resi
dents and/or employees in 
exchange for development 
incentives such as reduced 
parking requirements or 
transportation impact fees. 

Streetscape Policies 

Add a landscape median 
with left turn packets at 
majar intersectians and 
cansalidated dri¥eways, 
and include street trees and landsca13ing 
alang Samish 1Nay. 

• Maximize sidewalk width for pedestrian 
safety and comfort. 
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CI RCU LATI ON, STRE ETSCAPE 
AND PARKING 

• Add street furniture, public art, and pedes
trian-scale lighting to streets within thethe 
retail £Core to create a sense of place and 
define the center of the village. 

Pra¥ide starmwater treatment in JHJelic 
landscape eeds where¥er passiele . 

..._ _Canstnict a eantinuaus 14 foat wide 
"sharraw" lane ta aceammadate 0ic1,Eles 
alang each autside tra¥el lane afSamish 
·wa1, . ~ach sharraw shauld ee marked with a 
eic,cle symeal ta clearly identify that it is a 
shared lane for 00th eicyclists and 
matarists. 

Example of a sharrow 

• Narrow the drive lanes on residential and 
commercial shopping streets to slow traffic 
and allow wider sidewalks. 
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• Design streets bordering the existing 
single-family neighborhoods to reflect the 
adjacent residential character and provide 
a buffer from the urban vill age. 

Public Parking Policies 

• Consider expanding the Residential Park
ing Zone {RPZ) if needed to limit parking 
encroachment into adjacent single-fa mily 
neighborhoods as density occurs. 

• If parking demand and commercial 
activity wa rrants over time aAdd on
street metered parking to tl.e
CeFAFAercial Core on e side of Sam ish 
Way, provided safety for people walking 
or on bicycle should be a priority and 
should be maintained or enhanced 
should this future retrofit occur. Install 
parking meters in this area, uYtilizinge 
revenue freFA the FAeters to form a 
Parking Benefit District for maintenance 

CHAPTER FOUR 
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and improvements. 

• Encourage on-street parking on af\G all 
5We-non-arterial st reets where possible. 

4.2 IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIE~ 

Create a MaiAteAaAEe Distriet for the plle 
lie spaces, laAascapiAg aAa ether pllelic 
aFAeAities withiA the Sllearea. 
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• EXfllore adding metered i:iarl1ing stalls to 
the Core ever time, as redevelo arnent 
ecrnrs and aarking demands increase. 
Create an associated and creating a 
Parking Benefit Qistrict to direct meter 
re·,·en1,1es into local .Q£g_2 _ _13ea1,1tifi cation 
and maintenance. 

• Werk with i:iroi:ierty and lwsiness owners 
to adei:it an access management 
ordinance consolidating drivewa•t rnrs 
c1,1ts at a rninirn1,1rn si:iacing of ;wg feet...fil_ 
where most logical. 

Enco1,1rage aroaertv owners to estaslish a 
becal lrni:irevernent rnstrict (UQ) fil...kfilg_ 
Corner /1,greernent to organize the i:iroi:ier 
tienal fair share cost of irni:iro•;ernents and 
amenities in the area. 

• Require new development to construct 
adjacent streets to the standards 
recommended in this Subarea Plan, ~ 
with limitations for !i,_Samish Way and 
Abbott Street. which are identified as 
longer-term transitional areas which will 
require a coordinated effort by the City to 
transform when conditions are ripe and 
resources are available. and identified 
"si:iecial streets". 

Prehisit i:irivate 1;ehiEUlar access from 
3qth Street to the cornrnerdall11 rnned 
areas of the 1,1rsan village. 

---Explore grants and other financing 
funding sources teG1£-to help implement 
the proposed street designs for tL 
Samish Wa'{,¼4..,~ and Abbott 
Street, as conditions warrant . 

• ~Require dedication of right
of-way with redevelopment where 

jdeptifled and needed to oroyjde 
access and create a more compact 

CHAPTER FOUR 
CI RCU LATI ON ,STRE ETSCAPE 
AND PARKING 

SAMteftdrWAY URBAN VILLAGE SUBAREA PLAN • 



SamishWay 
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Proposed Right of Way 
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BYRON 

1 FJet 1 
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Samish Way Urban Village Street Design 

Type I: Sa m i s h / M a p I e / E 11 i s Arterial. The Eross seEtions IJelow reJJresent a 
g1o1 icle for setting street stanclarcls for Samish Wa•,', the main arterial ser;ing the area. 
~lexilJility to these clesigns sho1o1lcl IJe rnnsiclerecl if they res1o1lt in enhanrnments to IJike ancl 
l)eclestrian s>;stems. It is aElrnowleclgecl that at the time of aclol)tion of this S1o11Jarea JJlan, the 
City cloes not rerngni~e "sharrows" as 
a transl)ortation EOmJJonent of the City's street infrastrnEt1o1re ancl aclclitional re¥iew will lJe 
neEessary JJrior to street imJJro•,ements. The Tyl)e I clesigns are cliviclecl into/\, B, ancl C, IJasecl 
on the variation in antiEil)atecl lancl 1o1se ancl the Ehange in right of way wiclth from 100 feet 
to 80 feet north of the /\IJIJott Street intersection. N or th Samish Way is the former 
highway 99 corridor and a critical connection to Western Washington University {WWU), 
downtown Bellingham, the waterfront. 1-5 and Lake Padden. 

The 2009 urban village plan recognized this history and recommended slight changes to the 
five-lane roadway to better accommodate increased bicycle and pedestrian travel and 
commercial activity. However. these options were limited by conditions at the+s time and 
were recognized in the subsequent city-wide pedestrian and bicycle master plans as 
inadequate. 

In 2016. in response to recommendations in the city-wide Bicycle and Pedestrian Master 
Plans and increasing interest in redevelopment. a comprehensive corridor study was 
initiated to examine alternatives for the N. Samish Way streetscape. The goal of this study 
was to identify methods for improving bicycle and pedestrian comfort and safety and 
change the street to a more urban character within the 56-feet of space between the 
existing curbs. The results of the study, published in 2017. support a "road diet", which 
includes restriping the roadway between the existing curbs to one travel lane in each 
direction and adding buffered bike lanes on each side of the street. On-street parking on 
one side was also identified as a future possibility that could be accommodated when/if 
conditions warrant and funds are available for the substantial retrofit that would be 
required. Safety for people walking or on bicycle should be a priority and should be 
maintained or enhanced should this future retrofit occur. 

Rernmmenclecl iml)ro¥ements to tJhe intersection at Bill McDonald Parkway, another 
arterial which serves as the southern boundary of the project area, should be analyzed in 
further detail. 

t t 
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Type II: Local (non-arterial) Streets. These streets should maximize sidewalk width and on 
street parking. Drive lanes shou ld be reduced to 10-feet to slow traffic. This cross section should be 
used as a guide to setting street standards in the area , with flexibility to approve alternatives based 
on localized conditions. 

- - ---
Type II 

Local Streets (Non-Arterial) 

Type Ill: Residential boundary streets (not shown). These streets abut existing single
family zones and should be improved to the City's¾ standard, with parking and sidewalks added 
to the project side. 
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Special Streets: 34th Street and Abbott are designated as "special streets" with a unique 
design character to complimentcomplement their location and function. These are primary 
travel routes for bikes and pedestrians aflEl-and/or intended to sea drav .. to theserve as a 
neighborhood amenity. 

Spesial Street; 34th Street 
Bike Boulevard Concept 
34th Street should be maintained by promoting 
a "street edge alternative" design with ample 
landscaping, at: grade sidewalks and narrow drive 
lanes. Addition of a sidewalk should be limited 
to the east side of 34th where new development 
and higher density is expected. a nd~should 
be set 
back from the street edge and allowed to me
ander to further accentuate the more leisurely 
character of 34th Street. 

Pocket parking and storm1,vater landscaping 
dimensions may vary depending on the localized 
conditions such as topography, desire to preserve 
existing vegetation and whether flFOflerty owners 

desire on-street parking is required . 
Example of the design character proposed for 34th St 
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Speeial Street; Abbott Street: Shared Street Concept 
Abbott Street is an existing 40-foot w ide right-of-way located in the core of the ~urban village. While 
not necessary for circulation. t+his street connects people from the commercial area s ~ into the residential 
neighborhood and Se home Hill Arboretum. To create a sense of place and community, a portion of this street 
should be redeveloped into a waef\effresidential shared street. There are fi,;e cornponents fo1a1nel in rnost 
woonerf5The National Association of City Transportation Officials (NACTO) contains recommendations for 

Example of a woonerf 

1) Textured pavements flush with the curb that reinforce the priority of the pedestrian. 

2) Street furniture to define the shared space and subtly delineate the traveled way for all modes. 

3) Signage and tactile warning strips to reinforce the use of the space. 

4) Staggered blocks of landscaping. parking. or other elements to define use of spaces. decrease traffic or create traffic 
calming. 

The specific elements appropriate for Abbott will need to be defined in further detail as the area develops and 
conditions and resources warrant the redesign of the street. 
1) Create aistinet gate"'a•rs tl'lat annmmce, cele13rate, ana enl'lance tl'le neigl'leerl'leea's iaentity; tl'lis signifies 
te ari•;ers tl'lat tl'ley are g1a1ests in tl'le neigl'113erheea. 
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2) .".dd rnrves ta tRe tra><el la Re ta delieeratel'f ereak up tRe dri¥er's sigRt Ii Re. 

3) Use features tRat serve a dual purfJese sf sla•,•iRg traffic wRile pra•,idiRg aFReRities far resideRts ta create 

a FRare pedestriaR frieRdl•; eR¥iFSRFReRt. ~MaFRples sf sucR features wauld ee eeRcRes, eallards, pla•; e[!uip 
FReRt, aRd plaRtiRgs. 

~) To disrnurage drivers fraFR speediRg, a sRared street sRauld eliFRiRate caRtiRuaus cures. TR is creates a 

situatiaR '"''Rere drivers aRd pedestriaRs are placed BR tRe saFRe le•,el, aRd drivers are directed ey eallards, 
street furniture, trees, a Rd varied 13aoceFReRt treatFReRt. 

S) FiRall~•. it is crucial ta pra,•ide parkiRg eut witR iRterFRitteRt spaciRg sa tRat tRe street daes Rat eegiR ta 
feel lil1e a parl,iRg lat . TRe cuFRulative effect sf tRese FReasures is a greater seRse sf caFRfart iR Rape tRat 

pedestriaRs will use tRe stFeet space. {CaliR 1-laRd, 2007) 
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CHAPTER FOUR 
CI RC U LATI ON ,STREETSCAPE 
AND PARKING 

- j; t t o..M.P.-ti-,: l;; 
sa....l'r--'t-: 
.,...s / Bikn / C.S 

Specialty Street 
Abbott Street 

(Shared Street Concept) 

Artist rendering of Abbott Street 

,~ 11 
'!. l -
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CHAPTER FOUR 
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PARKS, PLAZAS, AND 
NEIGHBORHOOD CONNECTIONS 

Samish Way 5 . PARKS, PLAZAS 
rban Village 

AND NEIGHBORHOOD 
CONNECTIONS 

Today, there is limited public 
open space within the Samish 
Way urban village boundary. 
However, there are several ex
isting parks within close prox
imity. This plan contains goals 
to enhance the connections to 
these surrounding open spaces 
and create new gathering 
places within the urban village. 

The Sehome Hill Arboretum is 
a 180-acre natural forest habi
tat managed jointly by The City 
of Bellingham and Western 
Washington University. Passive 
recreational amenities are pro
vided via the numerous trails 
that crisscross the site. The 
eastern boundary of Sehome 
Hill creates a lovely forested 
backdrop to the Samish Way 

f} Subarea. However, steep to-

~ 
r pography limits the number of 

I
. '' -T~lo 

v. ..... -, access points. 

j ~ Cl :-- t Othec packs w;1h;o walk;,, 

"' ""' distance include Franklin Park 

... • .... 

(located within the York Neigh
borhood) and Laurel Park (located to the northwest in the Sehome Neighborhood). These are small 
neighborhood parks that provide space for families and students to intermingle and play. 

Several small areas of undeveloped right of way dot the project area . These have been sporadically 
attended to by adjacent neighbors and other interested parties, but could be further enhanced to 
provide additional amenities to the public. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 
PARKS, PLAZAS , AND 
NEIGHBORHOOD CONNECTIONS 

tJsi.Ag-Providing Amenities Within the Existing Public Right-of-Way 

Byron I Bill McDonald Parkway-A volunteer group intentionally planted 
this area as a chestnut grove. This grove should be maintained and en
hanced as a pocket park, including removal of invasive species 
and addition of plantings. Several large evergreen trees bor
der Bill McDonald Parkway, providing pleasant coverage but 
limited visual access into the site. Larger evergreens along Bill 
McDonald should be selectively thinned to increase sunlight 
and make the area safer for general public use. 

Bicycle and pedestrian access from 34th Street via the trail to 
Bill McDonald Parkway should be upgraded to ADA standards 
and enhanced as conditions warrant and resources allow. 
The existing WhatcoR'l lraAs13ortatioA Authority bus stop 
should be moved west, adjacent to this area, across the street 
from the eastbound bus stop. An enhanced pedestrian 
crossing should be provided via a new signalized iAter sectioA. 
pedestrian flashing crosswalk at the intersection of 34th 

~'" 

and Bill McDonald Parkway. Passive recreational opportunities 
such as trails and benches would also make the area a more 
usable amenity for pedestrians and transit riders. 

j34th Street & Abbott Street_-::-_T_~!~_sn:ialH~i~!l.gl.l_l_c!~ pi~_c,e_o_f 
right-of-way is at-a crossroad between the existing neighbor
hood and the urban village. Native vegetation at t his site 
should be retained, and the trail widened to a¼:lw
iAcreasedimprove access. Wayfind ing signs should be 
added to this location 
to direct people to the Commercial Core, Abbott Street, and 
down 34th Street to the Sehome Village shopping center. 

The other small triangle of vegetation located to the west on 
Newell Street should be preserved as native habitat, with a 
wayfinding sign to the Newell Street trail connection. 

Humboldt Street Right-of-Way-The south end of the Hum
boldt Street right-of-way terminates a Ad becomes;J! property 
Sf-owned by the Washington State Department of 
Transportation . Fir and other tall trees would interfere with 
existing power lines, so unless these are moved underground 
and relocated, a t ree buffer of short pines and ta ll shrubs 
!I @~111 I!!@ @!hl!!li!I @11 4..l!!ili@@ 11 f!@ftw ___ @f! 

should be exteAded to 37"'-Street aAd way;iAd iAg sigAs added 

SAMISH WAY URBAN VILLAGE SUBAREA PLAN 
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PARKS, PLAZAS , AND 
NEIGHBORHOOD CONNECTIONS 
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5.1 PARKS, PLAZAS, AND NEIGHBORHOOD 
CONNECTION POLICIES 

• Construct a new publ ic plaza within the Core 
area of the village. This plaza should be a mini
mum of 16,000 square feet and abut on at least 
1 public street. 

• Public plaza(s) should be constructed to include 
amenities such as: 

Waterfeature(s); 

Landscaping (including a mixture of 
trees, shrubs and groundcover); 

Public art; 

Outdoor furniture and resting places; 

Pedestrian-scale lighting; 

Community garden; 

Play equipment; 

Unique paving pattern; and/or 

Other elements that promote public use. 

• Encourage the development of smaller, 
privately-owned and maintained plazas and 
open spaces. 

• Enhance connections to the Sehome Hill Ar
boretum and surrounding parks by providing 

CHAPTER FIVE 
PARKS, PLAZAS, AND 
NEIGHBORHOOD CONNECTIONS 

wayfinding signs from the urban village to 
the new trail entrances proposed at Allen 
Avenue and Newell Street. 

• Consolidate private and public open spaces 
where possible to achieve larger and more 
functional public spaces. 

• Utilize existing undeveloped right!!-Of-way5 
to enhance connections to and from the 
urban village and provide passive 
recreational opportunities. 

5.2 IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES 

• Offer a density bonus for the dedication of 
land to construct a public plaza. 

• Incorporate pedestrian/bicycle connections 
and plazas into the Parks Capita l Facilities 
Plan so that Pa rk Impact Fee funds may be 
applied to acquisition and/or construction of 
capital projects within the project area . 

• Require a public access easement to con
nect 34th Street to the Commercial Core, 
as shown on the Proposed Right-of-Way and 
Pedestrian Connection map on pag~ . 
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6. CAPITAL FACILITIES 

The Samish Way Subarea contains basic capital 
facilities, such as utility infrastructure, streets, 
and minimal trails. Enhancements are needed 
primarily in the form of public space, trail con
nections and street improvements to achieve a 
pedestrian-oriented environment. Much of the 
area lacks adequate sidewalks or street trees, 
crosswalks, or other pedestrian amenities such 
as street furniture and garbage cans. Although 
some trails exist, many of these are informal 
dirt pathways that have been carved out by 
frequent use. 

Util ities are well established in the area and 
appear to have the capacity to handle increased 
development and density. Prior to increasing 
infrastructure capacity, developers should 
explore new technologies that could reduce ad
ditional impact on the existing system without 
requiring an expansion of these systems. 

6.1 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN 

Since 2010, the City has invested over $1,070,000 

in transportation infrastructure projects, with 

another $1.400,00 in investments planned for the 

coming years. This has been for improvements to 

sidewalks, four flashing crosswalks, center 

pedestrian refuges and curb extensions to 

improve pedestrian safety, as well as bicycle 

boulevards to improve access and safety for 

cyclists. 

Where possiele, the City shoulel in,..est in im 
prevements H1at will generate reneweEl inter 
est in the area anel premote reele,..elopment, 
primarily in the high visibility location of Samish 
Way itself. These types of imprevements are 
necessary for City wiele senefit, as they play 
into the larger transportation network. 

CHAPTER SIX 
CAPITAL FACILITIES 

Since 2009, the private sector has invested 
$1,088,404 in the form of 19 different 
improvements to commercial buildings. This 
does not include the additional cost of 
improving Private property owners are 
responsiele for unelertaking local streets, which 
h_ imprevements on a site-specific ~ basis_ 
according to the intended streetscape 
established in this plan. 1 eut may wish to 
explore estaelishment of an LID, urean taxation 
elistriet, latecomer fee s•;stem or other funeling 
methoel to more e~uitabl•; time street impreve 
ment cests. The estimated costs of adjacent 
street improvements were incorporated into 
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the economic analysis of the proposed Floor 
Area Ratio, and although they appear to be 
feasible, still bear a substantial portion of the 
cost of development. Flexibility in the street 
improvements requirements is necessary to 
support the slow evolution of this 
neighborhood over time and respond to the 
specific conditions effecting each 
redevelopment parcel. 

The F1,1ll iFRpleFReAtatieA ef tAe proposed 
street ~improvements for Samish Way, 
/\ehett StFeetto add a bicycle facility a Rel 34tA 
~requires coordinated analysis and 
construction. This project will ~ be 
ceFRpleteel undertaken by the City a Rel paiel feF 
~utilizing a combination of infrastructure 
improvement grants, OF lea As, boeal IFRpFeve 
FAeAt District and aA'/ a,•ailahle Cityother 
identified fund ing sources, as reele,•elopFAeAt 
warraAts tliis imestFAeAts. Addition of on
street parking may be undertaken individually 
by a developer in the short-term as feasible , or 
may be undertaken by the City in the future if 
conditions warrant and resources allow. 

Improvements to convert Abbott Street to a 
future shared street concept will also require 
significant coordination and expense, and 
should also be undertaken as a City-led project 
in the future, as conditions warrant and 
resources allow. 

Park and Transportation Impact Fees gener
ated from redevelopment in this area may be a 
potential source of revenue for capital facility 
projects. However, these projects must be in
corporated into the Capital Facility Plans of the 
Parks and Recreation andfQr Public Works 
Departments in order to utilize this funding 
source. 
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Future Capital lmprovementf_ C9sts 01-1d Reve1-11:1es 
The Samish Wa~ urban village is a long_-term e_raiect which will develoe over several decades. The 
toll owing_ e_roiects have been identifjed as tuture ime_rovements to sue_e_ort the vision outlined in this 
document. Proiects will be scheduled and budgeted over time a redeveloe_ment occurs and as conditions 
warrant the e_rioritization ot these investments. +:he i;e5e; flRfi 5eu,q;e5 e} ,•e~eRue5 ee.!e'I,' fl,<e e5#mete5 
fJR,1); flRfi ref.1ect the flfJfJreximete ce5ei flRfi fee5 
iR 2009 fieUflr5. 

Local Streets* 
lestimatee Gast $12,024,000 
Source of Revenue Improvements to aAdjacent local 

street~ imJ3F0\•ements 
waule eeare required as a condition of 
private development. 

Reconfiguration of Samish[Maple[Ellis 

AFteFial U13gFaee {SamisR Wa•,• ane le . Ma13le) 
Estimated Cost $3,818,100$2-2.5 M 

Cost estimate is for 
Rechannalization to add a 

See_arated bike focility. 
Future an-street e_arking_ ma~ be 
added b~ the develoe_ in the short-
Term, at their own cost, os teosible, 
or in the tutu re as a coordinated 
Cit~ eroiect as conditions warrant 
and resources e_ermit. 

SauFces af Re•,enue 
Git¥ Funes {bll4, Reli+, StFeet, etc) $Se4,7e4 
State ane FeeeFal GFants {+i:ansit $2,000,000 
aFientee ee\1ela13ment, baw lm13act 

De\1ela13ment, UFean Renewal, etc 
TFaffic lm13act Fees** s1,2s3,33e 

Public Space Improvements 

Abbott Street (Shared Street / WaaneFf Concept) 
Estimated Cost $l,Oes,ooos1.2 to S2M 
Sau Fees af Re1,en1,1e 

Git>t Funes {bll4, Reli+, StFeet, etc) $SeS,OOO 
State ane FeeeFal GFants {BilEe / Pee $§00,000 
lm13rnvements, etc) 

34tR StFeet {~latuFal DFainage System maeel): 
~ : ,r -I'-.~ !"\I'\. .. 

SauFces af Revenue : 
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State ans Feseral Grants (Stern1water/LID, Bil<e/Ped) 

LIE) Commitment from aeutting flFOf)erty owners 

City ~unss (UR", R.:IT, Street, etE) 

Pla,a Construction ans Trail lmf)rovements 
Total Cost 

Plaza Construction 
Trail Improvements 

Source of Re•,enue 

City J;unss (PIJ;, R.:IT, Grants, He) 

*Dees Aet iAelude SaFAisR "'a'f, Obbett Street er ~4 ... ~ 

$500,000 

$500,000 

$775,000 

$S€i0,000 (estimates $1 million 
generates from Park lmf)act Fees.) 

••i:raffie IFApaet Fees (TIF) aAEI Park IFApaet Fees (PIF) estiFAates •1,ere based eA peteAtial build eut eftRe SaFAiSR •~ •a~· urbaA 
village tRreugR 2()22 usiAg 2()()9 iFApaet fees etiarges. 
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7. CONCLUSION 

This Subarea Plan contains the long-term vision 
for the area. There are several actions within 
this plan that may help expedite the redevelop
ment of the area and implement the goals of 
the plan. Community involvement and interest 
in the project lead to the initiation of the City's 
master planning effort. This energy should 
continue through the promotion of the projects 
in this planning document. 

7.1 IMPLEMENTATION POLICIES 

The atnJtting neighborhooEl assoEiations 
shoulci f)rioriti~e whiEh fJFOjeEtS shoulEl be 
inEluEleEl in the Transf)ortation lmf)ro ... e 
ment Plan (TIP), iElentifieEl f.er grant Ofl 
fJOrtunities, anEl fJFOmoteEl f.er ,,,olunteer 
activities. 

• Public/Private partnerships should be 
explored with WTA, WWU, WSDOT, Belling
ham Housing Authority, and the Bellingham 
School District, along with private devel
opers, to further the goals of the Subarea 
Plan. 

• A Samish Business Association should be 
established over time to represent the 
goals of the business community lly 

~ an organized forum 
for discussion and pooling of resources. 

• A Local lmfJFO','ement DistriEt shoulEl be 
estalllisheci as a methoEl for aehie.,,ing the 
ElesireEl infrastructure imf)ro,,,ements in the 
Sulla rea Plan. 

• Design and development of public ameni
ties such as wayfinding signs, public plazas, 

CHAPTER SEVEN 
CONCLUSION 

artwork selection and sidewalk amenities 
street Elesign cietails 
should include a public process. 

• !Public plazas and other park amenities 
should be adopted into the Parks Capital 
Facilities Plan to make these improvements 
eligible for Park Impact Fee funds. 

-----street improvements and other capital 
facility goals within this document should 
be prioritized and adopted into the Public 
Works capital Facilities Plan to make these 
improvements eligible for Transportation 
Impact Fee funds. as conditions warran t. 

• A Parking Benefit District should be explored 
to ~invest meter revenue into local 
improvements f.er the Sullarea . 

lssuanrn of a Planneci Action OrElinanrn 
shoulci Ile exf)loreEl as resourEes llernme 
a ... ailallle to streamline the SEP/\ en.,,iron 
mental re,,,iew flFOEess f.er site SfleEific 
Ele.,,elof)ments. 

• Study the feasibility of moving utilities 
underground on new and existing streets 
to enhance the aesthetic of the area and 
protect future cutting of large, native trees. 

SAMISH WAY URBAN VILLAGE SUBAREA PLAN • 

j Commented [(D20]: Updated photo. 



EXHIBIT B 

20.37.100 Samish Way urban village - Applicability. 
A. - C. (No change) 

20.37.110 Samish Way urban village - Establishment of boundaries and 
land use areas. 

A. The boundaries of the Samish Way urban vill age and associated land use areas are hereby 

delineated as shown in Figure 20.37.110. 

B. 1.-4. (No change] 

Figure 20.37.110 - Land Use Areas 
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20.37.120 Samish Way urban village - Permitted uses. 

A. In Table 20.37.120, land use classifications are listed on the horizontal axis. Samish Way urban 

village land use areas are shown on the vertical axis. 

1. If the symbol "P" appears in the box at the intersection of the column and row, the use is 

permitted subject to general requirements for the use and the use area. 

2. If the symbol "C" appears in the box at the intersection of the column and the row, the use is 

permitted subject to the conditional use provisions specified in Chapter 20.16 BMC and to 

general requirements for the use and the use area. 

3. If a number appears in the box at the intersection of the column and the row, the use is 

permitted in the use area subject to the special limitation indicated in the corresponding note...fil_ 

the end of the table. 

4. If the symbol "N" appears in the box at the intersection of the column and the row, the use is 

not allowed in that area, except for certain short-term uses (see BMC 20.10.040, Temporary 

uses). 

5. Use Determination: In the case of a question as to the inclusion or exclusion of a particular 

proposed use in a particular use category, the director shall have the authority to make the final 

determination. The director shall make the determination according to the characteristics of the 

operation of the proposed use as they relate to similar al lowed uses within the use area. 



Table 20.37.120 - Permitted Uses 

P = Permitted # = See notePeFmitted with limitations C = Conditional Use N = Not allowed 

Area 

Land Use Commercial 
Classification Commercial Commercial Residential Residential 

Transition 1 
Core Approach 

and 2 
Transition 1 Transition 2 

1.-22 [No change] [No change] [No change] [No change] [No change] [No change] 

23. Detached P__N p p P(6) P(6) 

single-family 

dwelling unit with 

less than 5,500 

square feet of total 

floor area 

24. Detached N N N N N 

single-family 

dwelling unit 

containing 5,500 

square feet or 

more total floor 

area 

25. Attached P__N p p p p 

accessory dwelling 

unit (consistent 

with procedures 

and requirements 

outlined in BMC 

20.10.036) 

26. Detached P__N p p p p 

accessory dwelling 

unit (consistent 

with procedures 

and requirements 



P = Permitted # = See notePermitted with limitations C = Conditional Use N = Not allowed 

Area 

Land Use 
Commercial 

Classification Commercial Commercial Residential Residential 
Transition 1 

Core Approach 
and 2 

Transition 1 Transition 2 

outlined in BMC 

20.10.036) 

27. Chapter 20.28 

BMC, Infill Housing 

a. Smaller House ~-1:! P(S) P(S) P(S) .E_illN 

b. Small House ~-1:! P(S) P(S) P(S) P(S) 

c. Cottage ~-1:! P(S) P(S) P(S) P(S) 

d. Duplex/Triplex P(S) P(S) P(S) P(S) .E_illN 

e. Shared Court ~-1:! P(S) P(S) P(S) P(S) 

f. Garden Court ~-1:! P(S) P(S) P(S) P(S) 

g. Townhouse P(S) P(S) P(S) P(S) .E_illN 

28.-43 [No change] [No change] [No change] [No change] [No change] [No change] 

Notes: 

1 - 7 [No change] 

20.37.130 Samish Way urban village - Development. 

A. Applicability. The regulations of this section shall apply to the development of any principal 

and/or accessory use within any area in the Samish Way urban village except as follows: 

Development in residential transition areas shall comply with Chapter 20.28 BMC, Infill Housing, 

Chapter 20.30 BMC, Residential Single Development, or Chapter 20.32 BMC, Residential Multi 

Development, Table 20.37.130(A) and BMC 20.37.130(() and (D) for corresponding development 

unless specified otherwise herein. 



Table 20.37.130(A) - Standard Development Regulations 

Area 

Residential Transition Areas 

Development Chapter Chapter 

Standards Commercial Commercial Commercial Commercial Chapter 
20.32BMC, 20.30BMC, 

Core Approach Transition 1 Transition 2 20.28BMC, 
Residential Residential 

Infill 
Single Multi 

Housing 
Development Development 

Minimum Lot None None None None (1) 5,000 SF 5,000 SF 

Size 

Maximum None None None None 12,000 SF 5,000 SF per 2,000 SF per 

Density per unit unit unit 

Setbacks from None (4) None (4) None (4) None (4) (1) (2) (3) 

Property Lines 

Maximum 75 feet (5) 75 feet (5) 45 feet (5) 55 feet (5) (1) (2) (3) 

Height 

Maximum 2.5, up to 2.5, up to 2.5, up to 2.5, up to (1) N/A N/A 

Floor Area ~ .S f+}.(§} ~ . 5 f-7}.(§} 3. 5 f-7}.(§} 3. 5 f-7}.(§} 

Ratio (FAR) 

Notes: 

1 -4 f No change) 

5 Height is measured per BMC 20.08.020, height definition No. 1. A building may be divided into modules and 

stepped with height measured on a per module basis in response to topography on sloping property. Height 

may be increased by three feet in order to accommodate a taller ground floor commercial street frontage or 

increased roofline modulation.6 Building height on properties fronting N. Samish Way may be increased to 65 

feet, with director approval, provided the development includes a community benefit such as affordable 

housing or public space consistent with the criteria in BMC 20.37.130 B and/or other community benefit 

demonstrated by the applicant. 

~ -1--See subsection (8)(2) of this section for FAR standards and bonus criteria. 



B. Floor Area Ratio (FAR). 

1. Purpose. The maximum floor area ratio (FAR) standards are intended to accomplish several 

purposes of the Samish Way subarea plan. Combined with the established height limits herein, 

the FAR allows for greater flexibility in how to mass buildings on sites and relate projects to 

unique on- and off-site features. 

2. Floor Area Ratio (FAR) Standard. The maximum FAR is 2.5, or up to 3.5 with use of floor area 

transfers and bonuses as outlined below. Base and maximum FARs for each commercial area are 

shown on Table 20.37.130-A. Floor area transfer and bonuses summarized in Table 20.37.130-B 

provide the opportunity to increase the base FAR on individual building sites to the maximum 

FAR on Table 20.37.130-A. Properties that dedicate property for right of w-ay purposes as 

outlined in BMC 20.37.140(D) may use the pre_dedication square footage of the property for 

purposes of calculating FAR, i.e., every square foot dedicated yields two and one half square feet 

of development area. 

3. Transfer of Floor Area. Transfer of FAR among properties that are part of a single 

development plan is allowed when approved by the planning director, provided: 

a. The designs for the sending and receiving properties are reviewed at the same time. 

b. The property owner(s) executes a covenant with the city that is attached to and recorded 

with the deed of both the site transferring and the site receiving the floor area reflecting the 

respective increase and decrease of potential floor area. 

4. Floor Area Bonus Options. Floor area bonus options are offered as incentives to encourage 

facil ities and amenities that implement the Samish Way subarea plan. 

a. Projects may use more than one bonus option unless specifically stated otherwise; bonus 

floor area amounts are additive. 

b. The mai<imum floor area ratio increase that may be earned through the bonus options is 

1.0 for a ma>cimum FAR on site of 3.5. 

Table 20.37.130(B) - Summary of Floor Area Ratio Bonus Options 

Bonus Option Floor Area Bonus {-1-} 

Public Plazas and Open Spaces Dedicate 1 SF; receive 2.5 SF 

Affordable Housing Provide 1 SF; receive 4 SF 

Minimum LEED Gold ~ Certification (or 1.0 FAR bonus 

Equivalent) 



Lake Whatcom Watershed Property Acquisition Receive one SF for each fee unit paid 

Program (see fee schedule) 

Progerty dedicated for gublic right-of-way Dedicate 1 SF; receive 2.5 SF 

sb. Bonus Options. 

i. Public Plazas and Open Spaces. Floor area may be transferred to and from any 

property within the Samish Way urban village when approved by the planning director, 

provided: 

(A) The transferred floor area will result in dedication of a public plaza or open space 

with a minimum square footage of 16,000 square feet. 

(B) For each square foot dedicatedof base FAR allowed by the development code 

transferred from an eligible site, two and one-half square feet of bonus floor area is 

earned on the receiving site(s) up to a maximum of 1.0 FAR per receiving site; and 

(C) The property owner(s) executes a covenant with the city that is attached to and 

recorded with the deed of both the site transferring and the site receiving the floor 

area reflecting the respective increase and decrease of potential floor area. 

ii. Affordable Housing. Development which includes housing for low and middle income 

residents may receive bonus floor area when approved by the planning director. For each 

square foot of affordable housing, four square feet of bonus floor area is earned, up to a 

maximum of ~ 1.0 FAR. The project must have controls in place to ensure that the units 

remain permanently affordable in accordance with subsections (B)(4){€}.(Ql(ii)(A) and (B) of 

this section: 

(A) Annual Income. All purchasers or tenants shall be from a household whose 

annual income, at the household's initial occupancy of the single-family residence, is 

80 percent or less of the median income (determined by Housing and Urban 

Development) as adjusted by family size of the Bellingham Standard Metropolitan 

Statistical Area (SMSA), specifically defined as Whatcom County; and 

(B) Housing Expenses. The monthly expenditure by a purchaser, as described in 

subsection (B)(4){€}.(Ql(ii)(A) of this section, for housing including rent or mortgage 

repayment, insurance, taxes and utilities (water and sewer) shall not exceed 38 

percent of the gross household income at the time of purchase and the amount for 

rent or mortgage repayment shall not exceed 30 percent of gross household income. 

All other variable living expenses associated with the resident's occupancy shall not 

be a factor in the calculation of affordability. 



iii. Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design™ (LEED) Certification (or Equivalent). 

Buildings that incorporate sustainable design receive a maximum 1.0 FAR bonus. To 

qualify for this bonus, the proposed project shall be certified by the planning director as 

a minimum LEED Gold &i-wef-certification (or equivalent). 

iv. Lake Whatcom Watershed Property Acquisition Program (LWWPAP). Contributors to 

the LWWPAP receive floor area bonuses when approved by the planning director, 

provided: 

(A) Bonus floor area earned is paid for on a per square foot basis according to a fee 

schedule established by city council resolution; 

(B) Floor area paid for and floor area earned is at a 1 :1 ratio, such that for each 

square foot paid for, one square foot of floor area is earned on the receiving site up 

to a maximum 0.5 FAR bonus; 

(C) The applicant must submit with the application for land use review a letter from 

the Bellingham finance department documenting the amount which will be 

contributed to the LWWPAP. 

v. Property dedicated for public right-of-way. Properties that dedicate property for right

of-way purposes may use the pre-dedication square footage of the property for 

purposes of calculating base and bonus FAR. Properties that dedicate property for right

of-way purposes within the block bound by 34th and Abbott Streets, Consolidation 

Avenue and N. Samish as shown in Figure 20.37.140 may receive a floor area bonus when 

approved by the planning director. as follows: 

(A) Land area ded icated and floor area earned is at a 1 :2.5 ratio. For every square 

foot dedicated, two and one-half square feet of floor area is earned on the 

development site. 

(B) The appl icant must submit with the application for land use review a letter from a 

civi l engineer documenting the land area to be dedicated for right-of-way. 

C. Design Standards. Design review applies as outlined in Chapter 20.25 BMC. The following design 

standards are intended to carry out the goals and policies of the Samish Way subarea plan and shall 

be used in addition to the urban village design district standardsL--aoo decision criteria. and departure 

provisions outlined in BMC 20.25.020(D)(3)(b). Should the provisions of this section conflict with any 

other provision in BMC 20.25.020(D)(3)(b). the provisions of this section shall apply. 

1. Commercial Street Frontage. 

a. Intent. Along Samish Way, between Bill McDonald Parkway and E. Maple Streetand 
including the Abbott Street and Otis Street intersections. street front uses should be 



compatible with intensive commercial activity and provide opportunities for visual or 
interactive links between businesses and pedestrians. 

b. Standards. Along Samish Way, between and including the Bill McDonald Parkway and c. 
Maple Street,Abbott Street and Otis Street intersections, ground floor commercial space 
(including retail, service~ office, government, or similar non-residential uses) shall be 
provided along the rutt-building street front as shown in Figure 20.37.110 for a depth of at 
least 20' measured from the front face of the building. Lobbies for Hotel and residential 
lobbies uses and hotels ;:md parking garage entries are exempt from this provision. SRaU
qualify as ground floor commercial, however h.t:J.otel/motel guest rooms, dwelling units and 
structured parking shall not qualify occupy street level building frontage where ground floor 
commercial space is required . 

2. Yards. 

a. Intent. Provide appropriate transitions between Commercial and Residential areas. 

b. Standard. A build ing shall be set back a minimum of 15 feet from a property line abutting 

or across an alley right of way from a Residential Single Zone or a Residential Transition 

Area. (See Figure 20.37.130) 

3. Height. 

a. Intent. The scale of those portions of a building facing an existing developed 

neighborhood should conform to the scale established in the neighborhood or the scale 

identified for the district. 

b. Standard. The maximum height within 30 feet of a property line abutting or adjacent to a 

residential 

(See Figure 

single zone or a residential transition area shall be two stories and 30 feet. 

20.37.130.) 

Figure 20.37 .130 - Massing and Articulation 



4. Detached Single-Family Residential Development in Residential Transition Area 2. The 

following design standards and guidelines apply to single-family development using Chapter 

20.30 BMC in Residential Transition Area 2. 

a. - b. (No change] 

D. 34th Street Access Restriction. Vehicular access from the commercial transition zone to 34th 

Street and Edwards Street is prohibited, except for emergency vehicles. [Ord. 2015-01-001 § 1; Ord. 2009-

11-069]. 

20.37.140 Samish Way urban village - Street improvements. 

A. Applicability. The regulations of this section shall apply to all new construction, and to renovation 

of existing site and building improvements when the cost of renovation of existing site and building 

improvements exceeds 50 percent of the assessed valuation of the site and improvements.t4e

development of any principal and/or accessory use within any area in the Samish Way urban village. 

B. Requirements. Nev,' construction or renoi,1ations of 50 percent or more of an e•<isting structure(s) 

shall improve abutting streets to three fourths standard, with the following exceptions: 

1. Abutting streets shall be improved to three-quarters standards, as shown in the Samish Way 

subarea plan, except as follows: 

a. Samish Way. Projects abutting Samish Way shall improve QD.ly_the abutting sidewalk from 

the existing curb line to the property line to accommodate the proposed street designs 

in the Samish 'Nay subarea plan. Abutting curb and gutter shall additionally be 

replaced when necessary to close curb cuts and/or to replace damage sections. 

2. Projects abutting 34th Street shall install the abutting sidewalk. Projects consisting of 

more than three units shall also install pocket parking. 



J.:~ Abbott Street. Projects abutting Abbott Street shall i-RstaU--improve a five-foot 

minimum standard sidewalk and repave the abutting portion of the street. 

4-,L_ 35th Street extension and link to Samish Way. Requirements for £projects abutting the 

proposed extension of 35th Street between Abbott Street and Consolidation Avenue and the 

link to Samish Way as-shownproposed in Figure 20.37.140 are required to dedicate sufficient 

right-of-way and construct street improvements as necessary to serve the multimodal 

transportation needs of the proposed development and create an orderly extension of public 

infrastructure. 

Q_,_ 37h Street extension. Projects abutting the proposed extension of 37th Street between 

Abbott Street and Consolidation Avenue as shown in Figure 20.37.140 are required to 

dedicate sufficient right-of-way and construct a 20-foot paved area meeting fire access 

and public works standards. 

2. Pedestrian/Bike Corridor. A nonmotorized bike and pedestrian corridor with publ ic access 

easement linking 34th Street to Samish Way shall be provided as generally shown in Figure 

20.37.140. The corridor shal l be designed and built to cGity standards. 

3. The calculation of available FAR for land dedicated as right-of-way is outlined in BMC 

20.37.130(B)(4)(b)(v). 

The determination of the percentage of renovation shall be based upon whether the '11aluation of 

proposed site improvements e,<Eeeds 50 percent of the assessed value of the existing site 

improvements. 

C. Street standards shall be consistent with the Samish 'Nay subarea plan streetscape designs. 

Mi-Hef-Mmodifications to the standards in subsection (8)(1) and (2) above may be approved by the 

planning and public works directors. Such modifications may be granted when~ 

~practical difficulties arise in the design and construction of streets due to topographic 

.QLgeological limitations or other problems inherent or peculiar to the area, or 

Lw4efe Ithe directors find that imposition of the required street design would be 

detrimental to the interest of the neighborhoodLa...Q[ 

c. The directors find that the modification will provide an equal or better solution that is 

consistent with the goals and policies in the Samish Way urban village plan. 

D. Street and Bike/Pedestrian Corridor Dedication and Improvement Requirements. 

1. Thirty fifth Street between Abbott Street and Consolidation Avenue. Thirty foot public right of 

way dedication and LID commitment (or other approved method of street construction to the 

Type II street standard) is required prior to building permit issuance for properties abutting the 



proposed 35th Street, as shown in Figure 20.37.140, on which new development, or 

redevelopment, is proposed. 

Exception: Redevelopment of a single parcel consisting of less than 10,000 square feet of floor area 

with a height limit less than 35 feet under BMC 20.08.020, height definition No. 1 is exempt from this 

requirement. New structures may not encroach on the proposed right of way alignment. 

2. Pedestrian/Bike Corridor. A nonmotorized bike and pedestrian corridor with public access 

easement linking 34th to 35th Street shall be provided as generally shown in Figure 20.37.140. 

The corridor shall be designed and built to parks and recreation department standards. 

Figure 20.37.140 - Proposed Right of Way & Pedestrian Connections 
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20.37.150 Samish Way urban village - Parking. 

A. - E [No change) 

F. Bike Parking. /\II new development shall provide bicycle parking spaces equii.1alent to 15 percent 

of the total required automobile parking, calculated prior to any automobile parking reductions. [Ord. 

2017 03 009 § 34; Ord. 2009 11 069] . 

1. Number of Spaces Required. Bicycle parking is required for certain use categories to encourage 

the use of bicycles by providing safe and convenient places to park bicycles. These regulations 

ensure adequate short- and long-term bicycle parking based on the demand generated by the 

different use categories and on the level of security necessary to encourage the use of bicycles 

for short and long stays 

a. The required minimum number of bicycle parking spaces for each use category is shown on 

Table 20.37.150. No bicycle parking is required for uses not listed. 

b. The required minimum number of bicycle parking spaces is based on the primary uses on a 

site. When there are two or more separate primary uses that operate at the same time on a 

site, the required bicycle parking for the site is the sum of the required parking for the 

individual primary uses. 

2. Exemptions. 

a. No long-term bicycle parking is required on a site where there are less than 2,500 square 

feet of gross building area. 

b. No bicycle parking is required for unattended surface parking lots. 

3. Bicycle Parking Standards. 

L Short-Term Bicycle Parking. 

i. 

ii. 

Purpose. Short-term bicycle parking encourages shoppers, customers, messengers, and 

other visitors to use bicycles by providing a convenient and readily accessible place to 

park bicycles. Short-term bicycle parking should serve the main entrance of a building 

and should be visible to pedestrians and bicycl ists. 

Standards. Required short-term bicycle parking shall be located: 

(A) Outside a building; 

(B) On the site; 

(C) At the same grade as the sidewalk or at a location that can be reached by an 

accessible route; and 



(D) Within SO feet of the main entrance to the building as measured along the most 

direct pedestrian access route. For sites that have more than one primary building, 

the bicycle parking shall be within SO feet of a main entrance as measured along the 

most direct pedestrian access route, and shall be distributed to serve all primary 

buildings. 

(E) Short-term bike parking may be located within the public right-of-way provided the 

location and design are subject to public works department approval. 

b. Long-Term Bicycle Parking. 

i. 

ii. 

Specific Use 

Purpose. Long-term bicycle parking provides employees, residents, commuters and 

others who generally stay at a site for several hours a secure and weather-protected 

place to park bicycles. Although long-term parking does not have to be provided on 

site, the intent of these standards is to allow bicycle parking to be within a reasonable 

distance in order to encourage bicycle use. 

Standards. Required long-term bicycle parking shall be: 

(A) Provided in racks or lockers that meet the standards of subsection (G)(3)(c) of 

this section; 

(Bl Located on the site or in an area where the closest point is within 300 feet of 

the site; 

(C) Covered. At least 50 percent of required long-term bicycle parking shall be 

covered and meet the standards of subsection (G)(3)(c)(v) of this section 

(Covered Bicycle Parking); and 

(D) Secured. To provide security, long-term bicycle parking shall be in at least one 

of the following locations: 

1. In a locked room: 

2. In an area that is enclosed by a fence with a locked gate. The fence 

shall either be eight feet high or be floor-to-ceiling: 

3. Within view of an attendant or security guard: 

4. In an area that is monitored by a security camera; or 

5. In an area that is visible from employee work areas. 

Table 20.37.150 - Minimum Required Bicycle Parking 

Long-Term Spaces Short-Term Spaces 



1. Multifamily Housing 2, or 0.5 Qer bedroom 2, or 1 Qer 20 

and studio unit. dwelling units. 

2. Commercial: Retail sales and service, including 
2, or 1 Qer 12,000 sq. 

2, or 1 Qer 5,000 sq. 
ft. of gross floor area. 

eating and drinking establishments. ft. of gross floor area. 

3. Commercial: Office 
2, or 1 Qer 10,000 sq . 

2, or 1 Qer 20,000 sq. 
ft. of gross floor area. 

ft. of gross floor area. 

4. Commercial: Off-street Qarking lots and garages 
2, or 1 Qer 20 

6, or 1 for each 20 
automobile SQaces. 

available to the general Qublic. automobile SQaces. 

Note: Wherever this table indicates two numerical standards, the larger number aQQlies. 

c. Standards for All Bicycle Parking. 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

iv. 

Purpose. These standards ensure that required bicycle Qarking is designed so that 

bicycles may be securely locked without undue inconvenience and will be reasonably 

safeguarded from intentional or accidental damage. 

Bicycle Lockers. Where required bicycle Qarking is Qrovided in lockers, the lockers shall 

be securely anchored. 

Bicycle Racks. Required bicycle Qarking may be Qrovided in floor, wall, or ceiling racks. 

Where required bicycle Qarking is Qrovided in racks, the racks shall meet the following 

standards: 

(Al The bicycle frame and one wheel can be locked to the rack with a high security, U

shaQed shackle lock if both wheels are left on the bicycle; 

(Bl A bicycle six feet long can be securely held with its frame SUQQOrted so that the 

bicycle cannot be QUshed or fall in a manner that will damage the wheels or 

comQonents; and 

(Cl The rack shall be securely anchored. 

Parking and Maneuvering Areas. 

(A} Each required bicycle Qarking SQace shall be accessible without moving another 

bicycle; 

(Bl There shall be an aisle at least five feet wide behind all required bicycle Qarking to 

allow room for bicycle maneuvering. Where the bicycle Qarking is adjacent to a 

sidewalk, the maneuvering area may extend into the right-of-way; and 

(Cl The area devoted to bicycle Qarking shall be hard surfaced. 



V. 

vi. 

20.37.160 

Covered Bicycle Parking. Covered bicycle parking, as required by this section, can be 

provided inside buildings, under roof overhangs or awnings, in bicycle lockers, or 

within or under other structures. Where required covered bicycle parking is not within 

a building or locker, the cover shall be: 

(A) Permanent; 

(B) Designed to protect the bicycle from rainfall; and 

(C) At least seven feet above the floor or ground. 

Signs. If required bicycle parking is not visible from the street or main building entrance, 

a sign shall be posted at the main building entrance indicating the location of the 

parking. 

Samish Way urban village - Landscaping. 

A. - D. [No change) 

20.37.170 Samish Way urban village - Signs. 

A. - C. [No change) 

D. Standards. 

1. Off-premises and rooftop signs are prohibited. Pole signs are prohibited with the exception 

of freeway-oriented signs as specified herein. 

2. Building-mounted signage shall not exceed 300 square feet per use, and no single use shall 

have more than 100 square feet per building elevation, except as provided in subsections (0)(4) 

and (5) of this section. 

Exemption: Building identification signs or cornerstones are permitted as an integral and 

architecturally compatible part of the building or structure. Cornerstones shall not exceed four 

square feet and building identification signs shall not exceed 32 square feet. These exemptions shall 

not contain any colors, words, letters, numbers, symbols, graphic designs, logos or trademarks for 

the purpose of identifying a good, service, product or establishment. 



3. One monument sign per development site is permitted whether it is for a single or mixed 

use. The monument sign shall not exceed 60 square feet per face or six feet in height measured 

from existing grade. 

4. Freeway-oriented signs are permitted as follows: 

a. Limited to the commercial approach area. 

b. Limited to one sign per property. 

c. Sign may be freestanding or located on a building. 

d. Sign shall be located between the subject building and the freeway. 

e. Sign height shall be no more than 20 feet above the surface of the nearest primary 

driving lane at the nearest point to the sign. 

f. Sign size shall not exceed 250 square feet in area on any one face. 

5. Animated, moving, blinking or electronic (LED or similar) message boards are permitted as 

follows: 

a. Only in association with theaters. 

b. The total gross area of the message board for any one use shall not exceed one square 

foot of area to one lineal foot of street frontage or 100 square feet, whichever is more 

restrictive. 

c. Message boards are prohibited as freeway-oriented signs. 

6. Building-mounted signs extending over the street right-of-way shall comply with #le

International applicable bBuilding and public works cGode~. There shall be at least eight feet of 

vertical clearance bet>.veen the bottom of the sign and the sidewalk and the sign shall not eJctend 

within two feet of the street curb. 

7.- 9. [No change] 



Exhibit C 

BELLINGHAM PLANNING COMMISSION FINDINGS OF FACT, 
CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

JANUARY 24, 2019 

Following a public hearing and deliberation on the proposed amendments to the Samish Way 
Urban Village subarea plan and development regulations, the Bellingham Planning Commission 
has determined by a vote (7-0) that the proposal complies with and implement the goals and 
policies of the Bellingham Comprehensive Plan and should be adopted. 

I. FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. Summary of Proposal 

The Samlsh Way Urban Village (SWUV) is located generally west of 1-5, east of 34th Street, north 
of Bill McDonald Parkway and south of Edwards Street. Updates to the 2009 Subarea Plan and 
associated development regulations for the area were proposed due to changes in the 
transportation network identified in the city-wide pedestrian master plan (2012), bicycle master 
plan (2014), and N. Samish Way arterial study (2017). Other changes to the development 
regulations were recommended in the 2018 urban village status report. Outdated information was 
updated for consistency with city-wide codes and current conditions in the area. 

2. Background Information 

• The SWUV plan was inlti.ated by the community and adopted in 2009 after significant 
public outreach and involvement in developing the overall vision and goals. The proposed 
amendments are consistent with this community vision. 

• In 2015, the City acquired the site of the former Aloha Motel at 315 N. Samish Way. The 
property was sold to the BHA in 2017 and will be redeveloped with a mix of over 150 
housing units serving a range of incomes, new office headquarters for the agency, and 
commercial uses. Redevelopment of the site will be a major step in moving closer towards 
the future vision for Samish Way urban village. The BHA has been pursuing financing and 
preliminary design feasibility since the purchase of the property, and recently received 
notification of a $3M award from the State Department of Commerce Housing Trust Fund 
for project, which is scheduled to break ground later this year. 

• In 2017, the city conducted a study to identify alternative configurations for N. Samish Way 
to reduce the number of drive lanes with the goal of improving pedestrian and bicycl~ 
safety. This resulted in a revised recommendation for the cross-section of this street, in 
conflict with the existing subarea plan. 

• On October 24, 2018 city staff held a neighborhood meeting at Garden View Methodist 
Church on Forest Street .to introduce the preliminary recommendations for the 
amendments. Approximately six members of the public were In attendance. 

• On December 10, 2018, staff presented a report on the status of Bellingham's urban 
villages to City Council. Council supported the recommended changes for Samish Way, 
which are included in the proposal. 

Samish Way Urban Village Update 1 



• On December 21, 2018, the site was posted and a Notice of Public Hearing mailed to 
property owners within 500 feet of the SWUV boundary. 

• On January 24, 2019, the Planning Commission held a public hearing and work session 
on the proposed amendments. 

3. Comprehensive Plan Goals and Policies 

The City's Comprehensive Plan identifies the goals and policies that are used as a guide for 
legislative and administrative decisions regarding changes to the comprehensive plan and 
development codes. Relevant comprehensive plan goals and policies are provided in Attachment 
A. 

4. Public Comment 

The public comments received are provided in Attachment B. 

5. State EnvironmentaJ Policy Act {SEPA) Determination if applicable 

A non-project Determination of Non-Significance was issued on December 20, 2018. 

6. Consistency with the Comprehensive Plan, and/or Review Criteria (BMC 20.20.040) 

A. There exists an error, omission or inconsistency in the pertinent comprehensive plan 
or neighborhood plan provision; 

Changing neighborhood conditions and updates in city-wide regulations have resulted in 
inaccuracies in the SWUV plan and regulations. The amendments will address these issues: 

• Update required street improvement cross sections and right-of-way dedication maps 
to reflect current conditions; 

• Update preferred bike routes, bike facilities and pedestrian facilities for consistency 
with the city-wide bicycle and pedestrian master plans; 

• Update growth projections from the m,ost recent Comprehensive Plan analysis; 
• Update hotel/motel data to reflect the current status of those operating in the district 

and the overall lodging industry; 
• Updi:ite capital facility cost estimates with current projects and prices. 

B. All of the following criteria have been met: 

1. The proposed amendment is consistent with the Growth Management Act (GMA) 
and other applicable laws; or 

The Bellingham Comprehensive Plan, developed in accordance with the GMA, contains 
several goals and policies that are consistent with and addressed by these amendments, 
as provided in Attachment A. 

2. The proposed amendment addresses changing circumstances, changing 
community values, and is consistent with and will help achieve the comprehensive 
plan goals and policies. 

Samish Way Urban Village Update 2 



The proposed amendments address the changing circumstances and values and support 
the applicable comprehensive plan goals and policies: 

• Revise the proposed configuration of the Samish Way arterial to improve bicycle 
and pedestrian safety and create a more appropriate street character to support 
development of a compact mixed-use district; 

• Eliminate the requirement for a setback or step-back when abutting a right-of-way 
to reinforce building to the street edge; 

• Provide flexibility in building height for the BHA redevelopment to support the 
creation of a range of housing types, including much needed affordable, senior, 
and transitional· housing; 

• Expand the allowable types of infill housing and increase the density of infill 
housing in the Residential Transition zones to promote residential development 
and range of housing opportunities. 

3. The proposed amendment will result in long-term benefit to the community and is 
in the community's overall best interests. 

The proposed amendments will continue to support the long-term vision and goals for the 
SWUV of creating a dense urban mixed-use neighborhood, additional housing 
opportunities and safer bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure and amenities. In addition, 
the amendments support the BHA redevelopment of the Aloha Motel property by providing 
flexibility In the height, while protecting the interests of surrounding property owners. This 
project will be a major investment in the area and will result in the conversion of a hlghly 
underutilized vacant property. 

4. The amendment will not adversely affect the public health, safety or general welfare. 

Staff Response: The proposed amendments will improve public health, safety and 
welfare by supporting revisions to the Samish Way arterials to improve travel conditions 
for bicycles and pedestrians, Increasing opportunities for housing and creation of a 
neighborhood commercial district, and providing additional commercial, entertainment, 
services and amenities for the area. 

II. CONCLUSIONS 

Based on the staff report and the information presented at the public hearing, the Planning 
Commission concludes that the proposed amendments to the comprehensive plan and 
development regulations meet all of the Comprehensive Plan amendment criteria in BMC 
20.20.040. 

Ill. RECOMMENDATIONS 

Based on the findings and conclusions, the Bellingham Planning Commission recommends that 
the City Council approve the proposed amendments to the comprehensive plan and development 
regulations as shown in the draft ordinance as provided in Attachment C. 
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EXHIBIT A 

Samish Way Urban Village Plan Update 
Relevant Comprehensive Plan Goals and Policies 

GOAL LU-1 Support sense of place in neighborhoods. 

Policy LU-4 Protect the unique character and qualities of existing neighborhoods, while identifying 
opportunities for improved livability, safety, and housing affordability and diversity. 

Policy LU-5 Foster neighborhoods with a balanced mix of housing prices that are compatible with the 
wages and Incomes in the community. 

Policy LU-7 Periodically review and update the City's residential zoning regulations and design standards 
to promote quality development that considers and complements existing neighborhoods. 

GOAL LU-2 Foster vibrant urban villages. 

Polley LU-12 The Urban Village designation encourages the creation of intensely-developed mixed use 
areas where infrastructure, transit, and other public facilities and services are available or can easily be 
provided. Urban villages should provide significant job opportunities and a substantial amount of new 
housing, allowing people to work, shop and recreate near where they live. The ultimate mix of land uses, 
densities, Infrastructure requirements and other typical zoning, design, and development standards 
should be established In a master plan. 

Policy LU-13 Promote and facilitate continued development of the City's seven existing urban villages -
Downtown, Waterfront, Fairhaven, Fountain, Samish Way, Old Town and Barkley. These areas are 
expected to accommodate significant residential and mixed use development over the 20-year planning 
period (see urban village master plans, design standards, and regulations). 

Policy LU-15 Continue effective incentives and develop new incentives where needed for the planned 
urban villages. These Incentives should be targeted to areas where they have proven to be successful 
and/or where the greatest need has been Identified. Incentives should be flexible to respond to 
opportunities and changing markets. 

Polley LU-18 Develop new plans and update existing plans as needed to reflect the unique nature of 
each urban village. The plans should consider the elements identified in Policy LU-11 , as well as the 
following: 

• Land uses and adaptive performance-based development standards to encourage compatible 
new development and greater flexibility in design, particularly when the development context is 
well defined; 

• An appropriate mix of commercial, office and residential uses; 
• Parking requirements, including the potential for parking maximums and/or reduced parking 

requirements, and design standards that support multi-modal transportation options; and 
• Sustainable development practices and the use of the Leadership . in Energy and Environmental 

Design for Neighborhood Development(LEEO-ND) rating system, or similar system, to measure 
the potential sustainabil ity outcomes of the proposed plans. 

GOAL LtJ-3 Support a thriving local economy across all employment sectors. 

Policy LU-22 Avoid auto-oriented strip commercial development. Where such areas already exist, 
prohibit linear expansion and encourage redevelopment into more compact, mixeduse nodes of activity, 
especially along WTA transit routes. 



Policy LU-23 Regularly review and update the City's commercial zoning regulations (e.g. text and 
associated maps), design standards, and design review process as needed to allow design flexibility and 
creativity, address emerging issues, and foster compatibility of development with the character of 
surrounding areas. 

Policy LU-24 Encourage the inclusion of context-sensitive elements in the design, maintenance, and 
update of new and existing mixed-use, Industrial and commercial sites (e.g. lighting, signs and 
landscaping) and buildings (e.g. scale and height). 

Polley LU-71 Review parking standards to reduce the Impacts of parking lots on urban form, pedestrian 
mobility, and the natural environment. Continue to pursue parking management best practices. 

GOAL CD-1 Promote streetscapes that enhance the economic vitality and overall visual 
quality of the City, support the circulation network, and support pedestrian-scale streets 
and patterns of activity. 

Policy CD-1 Enhance the streetscapes along the City's major commercial corridors and other major 
streets through coordinated public and private improvements to convey a positive image of the district 
they are located within, contribute to its economic vitality and perception of the City, and improve visual 
and physical transitions into adjacent neighborhoods. 

Policy CD-2 Ensure that land use, fire, and street standards are coordinated to provide greater 
pedestrian comfort and safety and more attractive alternative modes of transportation. Implementation 
strategies include: 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 

• 

Discourage cul-de-sacs where topography allows and encourage well-connected streets In new 
and existing neighborhoods. 
Connect missing links within the Citywide multimodal transportation network for all modes of 
transportation, including pedestrians, bicycles, transit, freight trucks, and automobiles. 
Implement street calming measures in street designs to Improve speed limit observance . 
Where possible, install physical buffers between the sidewalk and traffic such as site appropriate 
street trees and landscaping, street furniture, rain gardens or other low Impact development 
techniques, and on-street parking. 
Orient new development to streets, and effectively frame in the streetscape . 
Encourage commercial activities such as sidewalk retail and outdoor dining . 
Restrict parking to the side or rear of development, or within a structure . 
Consider allowing on-street parking to count toward off-street requirements in selected mixed-use 
areas to encourage compact, pedestrian-oriented development and to lessen the size and 
impacts of large parking lots. 
Encourage the use of alleys for vehicle access and utility installation . 
Coordinate placement of physical features between streets and buildings to accommodate 
staging areas for emergency response vehicles, including aerial apparatus. 
Prioritize implementation of the above in designated urban villages as outlined in the Land Use 
Chapter 

Policy CD-8 Discourage future extension of linear auto-oriented commercial development along rights-of
way in areas already developed. Existing auto-oriented strip commercial areas should be converted to 
support and contribute to walkable, mixed-use areas wherever possible. 

Policy CD-9 Support public and private investment in improved infrastructure and amenities in existing 
neighborhoods, particularly In areas with high concentrations of low-income housing. 

Policy CD-12 Periodically review and update the City's zoning regulations, design standards and design 
review process to ensure they promote quality development and result in projects that consider and 
complement existing neighborhoods. Specific recommendations include: 

• {several bullets not applicable] 



• Review auto parking standards to reduce the impacts of parking on urban form, adjacent uses, 
housing affordability, pedestrian mobility, and the natural environment. Continue to pursue 
parking management best practices. 

• Adopt long- and short-term bike parking requirements. 

GOAL CD-5 Ensure that the design and development of urban villages and transit 
corridors convey a positive image of the district they are located within, contribute to the 
economic vitality and perception of the City, and improve visual and physical transitions 
into adjacent neighborhoods. 

Policy CD-29 Design urban villages and transit corridors to promote reduced dependency on 
automobiles and provide opportunities for Increased pedestrian, bicycle, and public transit access. 

GOAL H-1 Ensure that Bellingham has a sufficient quantity and variety of housing types 
and densities to accommodate projected growth and promote other community goals 
(see Land Use Chapter). 

Policy H-1 Support high-density and mixed commercial/residential development In the City's urban 
villages, high capacity transit corridors connecting the villages and other appropriate areas that allow 
people to work, shop and recreate near where they live. 

Policy H-3 Encourage well-designed infill development on vacant or underutilized properties. 

Policy H-4 Continue to support implementation of the Infill Housing Toolkit, which permits innovative 
housing forms such as small and smaller lot single-family homes, cottages, duplexes, triplexes, common 
courtyards and townhomes. 

Polley H-6 Review commercial zoning regulations that require commercial development along with 
residential development. Consider adding criteria that would allow, in certain circumstances, residentia l 
uses to develop independently or within commercial flex space. 

Policy H-13 Consider the impacts on Citywide housing capacity, affordability and diversity when making 
land use policy decisions and code amendments. 

Policy H-14 Actively coordinate with public and private partners in efforts to meet regional housing 
needs. 

GOAL H-4 Support housing options for special needs populations. 

Policy H-46 Work with agencies, private developers and nonprofit organizations to locate housing to 
serve Bellingham's special needs populations, particularly those with challenges related to age, health or 
disability. 

Policy H-52 Foster and support partnerships that have proven to be successful in reducing 
homelessness, preventing homelessness and assisting the chronically homeless with needed care. 

GOAL T-2 Provide safe, well-connected, and sustainable mobility options for all users. 

Polley T-5 Connect missing links within the Citywide multlmodal transportation network for all modes of 
transportation, includ!ng pedestrian, bicycle, transit bus, freight trucks, and private automobiles. 

Policy T-6 Design multimodal transportation Improvements on existing and new streets with the safety 
and mobility needs of all user groups considered and with priority emphasis placed on the most 
vulnerable user groups, as illustrated below: 



• Pedestrians 
• Bicycles 
• Public Transit 
• Commercial Vehicles/Trucks 
• High Occupancy Vehicles 
• Single Occupancy Vehicles 

GOAL T-3 Increase infrastructure for bicycles, pedestrian, and non-single-occupancy 
vehicle modes of transportation 

Policy T-9 Incorporate sidewalks, crosswalks, and blkeways identified In the Pedestrian and Bicycle 
Master Plans Into all transportation capital Improvements on public streets, wherever feasible. 


