
RESOLUTION NO. 2019-24

A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING THE DOCKET OF PROPOSED
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENTS TO BE REVIEWED IN 2019-2020.

WHEREAS, the State Growth Management Act allows local governments to amend their
comprehensive plan once a year; and

WHEREAS, the City of Bellingham has established a Type VI process to review all
proposed comprehensive plan amendments and establish a list or “docket” of amendments
to be reviewed in the annual plan amendment process; and

WHEREAS, Bellingham Municipal Code (BMC) 21.10.150 authorizes the City Council to
establish the docket of proposed amendments after review and recommendation by City
staff and the Planning Commission; and

WHEREAS, the City received four proposals for docketing consideration in the 2019-2020
comprehensive plan amendment cycle under file numbers: REZ2019-0001. 0002, 0003,
and 0004; and

WHERESA, the docketing proposals include a request to add new food access policies to
the comprehensive plan, a request to update the Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan,
a rezone request in the Birchwood Neighborhood, and a request to amend the sub-area
language for Area 1 in the York Neighborhood; and

WHEREAS, after mailed and published notice as required by BMC Chapter 21.10, the
Planning Commission held a public hearing on the proposed docket of comprehensive
plan amendments on June 20, 2019; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission determined that the four docket proposals meet the
minimum criteria for inclusion in the annual docket and recommends the City Council add
the requests to the list of comprehensive plan amendments for review in 2019-2020; and

WHEREAS, on July 19, 2019, the property owner for docket proposal REZ2019-0003
formally withdrew their request to rezone their property in Area 1 of the Birchwood
Neighborhood; and

WHEREAS, after mailed and published notice as required by BMC 21.10, the City
Council held a public hearing on the proposed 2019-2020 docket of comprehensive plan
amendments on August 26, 2019; and
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WHEREAS, the City Council considered the recommendations of staff and the Planning
Commission, the staff report, and the public comments, and hereby adopts the Findings of
Fact, Conclusions and Recommendations of the Planning Commission.

Now therefore, be it resolved by the City Council of the City of Bellingham:

The City Council agrees with and hereby adopts the June 20, 2019 Findings of Fact
Conclusions and Recommendations of the Planning Commission attached as Exhibit A.

The three proposals listed
comprehensive plan amendment review process.

in Exhibit B are hereby docketed for review in the 2019-2020

PASSED by the City Council this 26th day of August, 2019.

aniel Hammill, Council President

APPROVED by me this day of Afl0LLS>t~

elliAnnville, Mayor

ATTEST:
ns'e^, Finance Directors

APPROVED ASJO M:

Office of the City Attorney
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EXHIBIT A

BELLINGHAM PLANNING COMMISSION
FINDINGS OF FACT, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

2019-2020 Comprehensive Plan Amendment Proposals

JUNE 20, 2019

Summary

Following the public hearing and deliberation on the amendments to the Bellingham
Comprehensive Plan for docketing in 2019-2020, the Planning Commission has determined
that the submitted proposals meet the docketing criteria outlined in Bellingham Municipal
Code (BMC) 20.20.030.

I. FINDINGS OF FACT

1. Proposal Description:

The City received four proposals for potential inclusion in the 2019-2020 list of
Comprehensive Plan amendments (i.e. the “docket”). The docketing requests are as follows:

1. REZ 2019-0001: Amendments to the Bellingham Comprehensive Plan, to add new
food access policies to the comprehensive plan.

2. REZ 2019-0002: Parks, and Recreation and Open Space (PRO) Plan update.

3. REZ 2019-0003: Amendments to the Birchwood Neighborhood Plan, Area 1 to rezone
approximately 0.63 acres (27,590 sq. ft.) from Residential Single to Residential Multi,
Planned.

4. REZ 2019-0004: Amendments to the sub-area language for Area 1 of the York
Neighborhood Plan.

2. Background Information/Procedural History:

Under the rules of the Washington State Growth Management Act, the Bellingham
Comprehensive Plan, which includes the City’s neighborhood plans, can be amended only
once a year. The City's Planning and Community Development Department conducts the
annual amendment process. The first step in the process is to establish the docket of
amendments that will be reviewed during the year. Only the City Council can place a proposal
on the docket after review by staff and the Planning Commission

On June 20, 2019, the Planning Commission held a public hearing and recommended to the
City Council that all four submitted docket proposals be placed on the list of comprehensive
plan amendments for review in 2019-2020.
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The Planning Commission and City Council will hold public hearings on the merits of the
Comprehensive Plan amendments and associated rezone requests through a separate
process. City Council will make a final determination on the amendments in 2020.

3. Public Comment:

Notice of the Planning Commission hearing was mailed to neighborhood representatives,
associations, and other parties with an interest in this topic. The notice was also published in
the Bellingham Herald and mailed to property owners within 500 feet of docket proposal REZ
2019-0003. Additionally, public hearing notice signs were posted for docket proposals REZ
2019-0003 and REZ 2019-0004.

No written public comments were submitted prior to the Planning Commission public hearing.
At the public hearing, three members of the public provided comments regarding the
proposed rezone (REZ2019-0003) in Area 1 of the Birchwood Neighborhood relating to
multifamily design and building quality, traffic impacts, school capacity limits, and no nearby
grocery store to serve the area. Additionally, the representative for the York Neighborhood
Association provided additional supporting testimony regarding their docket proposal
(REZ2019-0004) to amend the sub-area language for Area 1 of the York Neighborhood Plan.

5. Consistency with the Bellingham Municipal Code Decision Criteria for
Comprehensive and Neighborhood Plan Amendments:

Bellingham Municipal Code 20.20.030 - Annual Docketing Criteria

The City shall use the following criteria in selecting proposals for inclusion in the annual
docket of comprehensive plan/neighborhood plan amendments. To be included in the annual
docket, a proposal must meet the following criteria:

A. The City has the resources, including staff and budget, necessary to adequately and
comprehensively review the proposal within the time frame of the annual review process; and

B. The proposal meets one or more of the following criteria:

1. The proposed amendment represents an issue appropriately addressed in the
comprehensive plan or in a neighborhood plan; or

2. The proposal demonstrates strong potential to serve the public interest by
implementing specifically identified goals and policies of the Comprehensive Plan; or

3. The public interest would be best served by considering the proposal in the next
amendment cycle, rather than delaying consideration to a future plan update process;
or
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4. The amendment addresses changing circumstances, changing community values, or
corrects or updates information in the Comprehensive Plan or a neighborhood plan;
or

5. State law requires, or a decision of a court or administrative agency, has directed a
change to the Comprehensive Plan or a neighborhood plan.

The Planning Commission finds that the four proposed 2019-2020 docket applications meet
the docketing criteria outlined in BMC 20.20.030 as follows:

REZ2019-0001: Amendments to the Bellingham Comprehensive Plan, to add new food
policies to the comprehensive plan.

The Planning Commission finds that the City staff’s request meets the docketing criteria
outlined in BMC 20.20.030.A and BMC 20.20.030.B.2. through B.4. City resources are
available to review the proposal within the time frame of the annual review process, and the
public interest would be served to develop new food policies that help preserve and improve
access to grocery stores and to healthy foods in the community, especially in underserved
areas, along transit routes, and in annexed areas.

REZ2019-0002: Parks, and Recreation and Open Space (PRO) Plan update.

The Planning Commission finds that the City staff's request meets the docketing criteria
outlined in BMC 20.20.030 A. and 20 20 030 B.1 through B.5. Placing this proposal on the
docket serves the public interest and allows further evaluation of the proposal through the
comprehensive plan amendment process Adopting a new PRO plan provides the opportunity
to account for changes that have occurred in the City since the last update and allows the
City to remain eligible to receive grants through the Washington State Recreation and
Conservation Office. City resources are available to review the proposal within the time frame
of the annual review process.

REZ2019-0003: Amendments to the Birchwood Neighborhood Plan, Area 1 to rezone
approximately 0.63 acres ((27,590 sq. ft.) from Residential Single to Residential Multi,
Planned.

The Planning Commission finds that the property owner’s request meets the docketing criteria
outlined in BMC 20.20.030 A. and 20.20 030 B.1. through B.4. Placing this proposal on the
docket serves the public interest and allows further evaluation of the proposal through the
comprehensive plan amendment process City resources are available to review the proposal
within the time frame of the annual review process, and the public interest would be served
by evaluating the proposal and determining the appropriate zoning for this area.

REZ2019-0004: Amendments to the sub-area language for Area 1 of the York Neighborhood
Plan.

The Planning Commission finds that the York Neighborhood Association proposal meets the
docketing criteria outlined BMC 20.20.030 A. and BMC 20.20.030 B.2. through B.4. City

3
2019-2020 Docket PC Findings of Fact



resources are available to review the proposal within the time frame of the annual review
process. The public interest would be served to further refine the sub-area description for
Area 1.The purpose of the amendment would be to provide guidance relating to the possibility
of the City acquiring land and/or easements in the area for public purposes, to help restore
environmental functions to Whatcom Creek, and investigate future compatible uses for the
area.

II. CONCLUSIONS

Based on the staff report, the submittals from the applicants, and the information presented
at the public hearing, the Planning Commission concludes:

The four docket applications meet the minimum criteria for inclusion in the annual 2019-2020
docket of comprehensive plan amendments.

III. RECOMMENDATION

Based on the Findings of Fact and Conclusions, the Bellingham Planning Commission
recommends that the City Council add the four requested docket applications (REZ2019-
0001, REZ2019-0002, REZ2019-0003, and REZ2019-0004 to the list of Comprehensive Plan
amendments for review in 2019-2020.

ADOPTED this 20th day of June 2019.

Planning Cocnrfvssion Chai) rson

ATTEST: Al
Recording Secretary

APPR

City Attorney
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EXHIBIT B

DOCKET OF PROPOSED BELLINGHAM (BCP) COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
AMENDMENTS TO BE REVIEWED IN 2019-2020

1. REZ 2019-0001: Amendments to the Bellingham Comprehensive Plan, to add
new food access policies to the comprehensive plan.

2. REZ 2019-0002: Parks and Recreation Department request to update the Parks
and Recreation and Open Space (PRO) Plan.

3. REZ 2019-0004: Amendments to the sub-area language for Area 1 of the York
Neighborhood Plan.
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